| BODN....\ LEY En v ” 


| C 3 gs a #4 I > W% 


bs ud Mi og A- -&, bed ao 
CH lien 3 27 Foy Cf fuanrg Hah ds... 
| Plow: tru? deInys # 3g Lt Fas FI. S* 
EH 0G IE Sit... Palo. HI is woroft for tte 157 þ j 
| ihe) 4 ie erdloy. Hfure [Pon ny: «9 11 beg <-. "* 
I - fu 7 A ER, ves Codes Fr * 
1  ehffivrs tex; 45 ſold, © have Foun Wt RY 23 
| F, © rk Otch Or Fa Ae rnd 1 Pe Akon of _ 
of, ae Poms rh tes frome tec Rather ne (nf 
Os Cofuis two Fans fone) t We; P Dan dah Bos WY 
4 VE EFT ; T > da 0+ &Q "Y HA AM ents | OX 
Ws kw bs acconink for Be foes of OR 
Cres {ks Fr Pre led by Ht oo Ke © Attoi 
Ertis, Bu hers leords, Tejas 4 04 Sohboon us ve 
4h OOTY Ta 85: the Cots 6. 
" Urbarch Cork mines He 485ente 4 ger Hos 19" jo 2979 
{tr9 0) tae bilk #7 ky 6 Gy ft Uo Rar becy, i 
Ar en, & Hh R Piexlarm, Tag A. ha vt key laart, <4 
iy, a & þ. þ+ 4 A iRs 2 4 warns en of 6g punt | Fre 
Stalin Cnfeanys Rape * B 
zo oven Any [159% 


Lhe? gov he Cafe hen ee He Garths, 72 
WNx Ghote A Erik wo ps A. h- befor 


eli h, 92 of wy" Fe ig os 


I 
W *e 

LE 

| bp Is 3 
3 


RT 
RABET 


4 . 
* 
a | 
_— 
. 
= 
Wy? 3 | | 
P 4 | 
wy 
I | 
+ if 
re 
LEY « 
* ; 
4 v. 
. VP 
o - a 4 
K - 
Ls ; : 
| * 
- | 
* 
ov 
£ ? 
| = ,” : 
. | | 
- ; . | | 4 | J | 
| : 24 
\ " 
” 
of $44 A” + 
To a? ws 
i 
, % 
*- Ke : 
«©, 
wo 3 
vY NY "Is 2 
x *x . "4 
<7 v* 
pF 1 
a. | 
A. e « 
. » | 
” 


L 'g, 
= 
a 
| 
; 
| \ —- 
o 
K.. 2 
we”: 4 + i. 
«=>, 
- 
b 
LY 
ao f, £4 
. 
=u 


/ 78 


TRY ITED 
f | 


A 
» 


= 


_ *s F * 


. 3 a 


AA” tt 
- 4&© 


"A 
"ITY Rn 


"—- 26K, - s >... 
o +30'> Md & 7: 
A '# od > $A 


* RF, 


" k 
ot LS _ - F 


\ , 5 6, | DSS 


Fhe defence of Poetic; 


Sir Philip $ ad "5 mg. 


Tae) Hen theright yeruous £xyand 
VE q| 1; were atzheEmperours Cour. . 
7 rogither, weegaue ourſelues to 
-<|learne horſemandfiprot Tom Pietro 
T | Pag/ione,onethas with grearcom: 
| £ Ie davicg ped chEplotpolingts 
4, 2 aire inhis fable'randb 
ding OY PREHR, of the ltalianwit,did otonely 
affoord vsthe demonſtration of his praftife, bur 
ſought tocnrich ourmindes withthee | 
onstherein, which he thought moſtprecious. | 
with none Ixemember.,tminecares wereatanytime _ 
more loaden, thenyFhen{cither angred with flow. 
paiment, ormoouedwitkour learnerlike admirari-: 
on): heeexerciſed his-peechin the praiſe ofthis fa- 
cukic. He faid/ſouldierswerethenoblcſt eſtate of 
mankind, and horſementhenobleſtoffouldicrs. He: 
ol they, þ ha: the maiſters of wanr a ornaments: 
of peace, ſpeedie goers, and firong aby 5, £fi01e» 
phers both in Camps and Counts: garnets al 
ueda proceeded',. asthar no | 
bred ſnchwondertoa Prince; as ag * | 
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Fr” compariſon,thenwould headdecenainepraiſes b 


telling whatapecrleſſe beaſtthe horſe was,theone- 
ly ſeruiceable Courtier without flattery,the beaſt of 
moſt beywrie, fairhfulneſſe,courage,and ſuch more, 
that if I had not bene apeece of a Logiciar before I 
cametohim,Ithinke he would haueperſwaded me 
to haue wiſhed my ſelfe a horſe. Butthus much ar 
leaſt, with hisno few words hedraueinto me, thar 
ſelfcloue is betterthen any guilding , tomake that 
ſcem gorgious wherin our {clues be parties. Wher- 
in if Pul;anos ſtrong affection and weakearguments 
willnot ſatisfie you,I wilgine you anearerexample 
of my ſclfe , who Iknow not by what miſchancein 
theſe my not old yeares and idleſt KV FRI EL 
intothetitle ofa Poer,am prouokedtoſay ſomthing 
vntoyou inthe defence ofthat my vneleQed voca- 
tion, whichif Ihandlewith more good will, then 
ood reaſons, bearewith me, lincetheſcholleristo 
pardonedtharfolloweththe ſteps ofhis maiſter. 
And yet I muſt fay, that as Thane more iuft caufe to 
makea pittifill defence of poore Poetrie , which 
 fromalmoR the higheſt eſtimation of learning, is 
falnero bethe laughing ſtocke of children; ſo haue 
Incedtobring ſome more auaileableproofes, ſince 
the former is - no man bard of his deſerued credit, 
the filly later, hath had even the names of Philoſo- 
Pphersvicd rothedefacing of it, with greatdaunger 
of ciuill warreamong the Muſes. And firſttruly to 
_ allthemthatprofeſsing learning enuey againſt Poe- 
rrie,may iuſtly be obieQted, that they go very neare 
to vngratefulneſſe, to ſecke to defacethat which in 
thenobleſtnations and languages that are knowne, 


- hath 


hath benerhe ficſt light giuer to ignorance, and firſt 


nurſe whoſe milke litle & litle enabled themto feed 
afterwardsof tougherknowledges. And will you 
play the Hedge-hogge,thar being receiuedintothe 
- den, draue outhishoſt? Or rather the Vipers, thar 
withtheir birth kill their parents ? Letlearned Greece 
 inanyot his manifold Sciences, be ableto ſhew me 
onebooke before Muſes, Homer, & Heſjod,all three 
nothing elſe but Poets. Naylet any Hiſtorie bee 
brought, that can fay any writers werethere before 
them, if they werenot men of the ſame kill, as Or- 
phens, Linuws,and ſome otherarenamed,who having 
benethe firſt of that conntry that madepennes deli- 
uerers of their knowledgetothepoſternie,nayiuſts 
ly challenge to bee called their Fathers inlearning. 
For not onely intime they had this prioritie, (al- 
though in it ſelfe antiquitic be venerable) but went 
beforethem,as cauſes rodraw withtheir charming 
ſweetneſſethewild vntamed witsto anadmiration 
of knowledge. Soas Ampbion, was ſaidto mooue 
ſtones with his Poetry,tobuild Thebes, and Orpheres 
tobeliſtned to by beaſts, indeed ftonie and beaſtly 
people.Soamong the Romans, were Linius, Aniro- 
nicus,and Ennics,(ointhe ltalianlanguage,the firſt 
that madeit aſpire to beatreafure-houſe of Science, 
were the Poets Dante, Bocace, and Petrach. Soinour 
Engliſh, wer Gower, and Chaweer,after whom,enco- 
raged & delighted withtheir excellent foregoing, 
A hauefolowed tobewrtify our mothertoong, 
alwel inthe ſame kind as other arts. T his did ſonota- + 
bly ſhew it ſelf,v rhe Philoſophers of Greece durſtnot a 
logtime apearrofyvorid,ouc vader $ mack of peed 
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The Defence of Poeſie. Sgt 
So Thales, Empedecles, and Parmenides , ang their na- 
eral Philoſophie in verſes. So did Pithageras and 
Pho:illides, their morall Councels. So did Tirtews m 
warre matters,and Solon in matters of pollicie,or ra- 
therthey being Poets ,did exerciſetheir delightful 
vaine inthoſe points of higheſt knowledge, which 
beforethem laie hidden to the world. For,that wiſe 
Solon was direCly aPoet,it is manifeſt, hauing writ- 
ren in verſethenotable Fable of the Athotick Hand, 
which was continued by Plato. And traly cuen Pla- 
 towhoſoeuer well conlidereth, ſhall findethar in 
- thebody of his workethoughthe inſide & ſtrength 
were Philoſophie, the skinas it wereand beautie, 
_ depended moſt of Poetrie. For all ſtands vpoti Dia- 

| lognes, wherein hee faines many honeſt Burgefles 
of Athens ſpeak of fuich matters,that it they had bene 
ſet on the Racke,they wonld neuer haue confeſſed 
them : beſides his Poeticall deſcribing the circum- 
ſtances of their meetings , asthe well ordering of a 
banquet, thedelicacie ofawalke, with enterlacing 
 meere Tales, as Gyges Ringand others, which,who 
knowes not to bee-flowers of Poetrie, did neuer 
walke into Appollos Garden. And euen Hiſtoriogra- 
phers, although their lippes ſound of things done, 
and veritie be written intheir forcheads, have bene 
glad roborrow both faſhion and perchanceweight 
ofthe Poets. So Herodotus entituled his Hifforie,by 
thename of the nine Muſes, and both heand allthe 
reſtthar fol'owed him, either ſtale, or vſurped of 
Poerrie, their paſsionatedeſcribing of paſsjons, the 
many particulariries of bartels which no man could 


afticme, orifthatbedenied me, long Orations pur 
&. | mn 


The Defence of Potſie. 
inthe mouthes of great Kings and 
it is certaine they nener pronounced. Sorhar truly 
nether Philoſopher, nor Hiitoriographer, could at the 
firſt hane entered into the gatesgf populer iudge- 
ments, if they had nottakenagreat paiport of Poe- 
tric, which in all nations atthisday where learning 
flouritherth nor, is plaincrobe ſcene: mall which, 
they haue ſome feeling of Poetry, InTarkey,belides 
their lawgiuing Divines , they haueno ather wri- 
ters bur Pocts. In our neighbour Coumrey 1reland, 
wheretruly learning goes verie bare, yet aretheir 
Poets held inadeuout reverence, Eucnamong the 
moſt barbarous and fimple 1ndars, whereno wri- 
ting is, yet have theytheir Poets who make & ling 
ſongs which they call 4rextos, both of their Aunce- 
ſtors deeds, and praiſes oftheir Gods. A ſufficient 
probabllity,rhat if eucrfearning comeamongthem, 
I: muſtbeby hauingtheir hard duilwittesfofrened 
and ſharpened withthe ſweete delights of Poerrie, 
for vntill they finde apleafureinthe exerciſeofthe 
minde, great promiſes of much knowledge, willit- 
tleperſuaderhemthatknow notrhe frutes ofknow- 
edge. InYY ales, therrieremnanr of theauncient 
Brittons, asthere are good thoritiesto ſhew,, the 
long timethey had Poers which they called Bardes: 
ſothorow all the c6queſts of Romans, Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans, ſome of whom , did ſecketo munne all 
memory of learning from among them, yetdqrheir 
Poets enentothis day faft : ſo as it is notmorenoma- 
ble inthe ſoone beginning, then in long continu- 
ing. But ſincerhe Authors of moſt of our Sciences, 
werethe Romanes,atid beforethemtheGreekes,ler vs 
y-V- <B 3} ale 


Caprtains,which 


| T he Defence of Poefie. 

alitleftand WL... _. 0-54-41 euenſofarre 
as toſcewhart namesthey hauc giuEvntothisnow 
ſcorned $kill. Amang the Romares a Poct was called 
Y ates, which is as much as adiwner, foreſcer, or 
Prophet, as by his conioyned words 7 aticinium, 
and Y aticinari, 1s manifeſt, ſo heauenly atitle did 
that excellent people beſtowe vppon this hart-ra- 
uiſhing knowledge, . and fo farre were they car- 
riedintothe admirationthereof, that they thoughr 
in the chanceable hitting vppon any of ſuch ver- 
ſes, great forctokens of their following fortunes, 
were placed. Whereupon grew the word of Sor- 
tes Vergiliane , when by ſuddaine opening Yorgils 
booke, they lighted vppon {ome verle of his, asit 
is reported by many , whereof the Hiſtories ofthe 
Emperours hues arc full. Asof «Albinusthe Go» 
uernour of our. [land,, who in his childhood mer 
with this verſc _ me emens capio,, ne ſab rations 
in arms : and in his age performed it, although 
it were a verie vaine and godleſle ſuperſtition, as 
allo it. was, tothinke ſpirits were commaundedby 
ſuch verſes, whereupon this, word Charmes deris 
ued of Carmina, commeth: ſo yet ſerueth itto.ſhey 
the great reverence theſe wittes wereheldin, thy 
alrogither not without ground, ſince both by the 
Oracles of Delphos and Syb/llas propheſics, were 
wholly delivered ip verſes, for that ſame exquiſite 
obſeruing of number and meaſure_in the words, 
and te Tock flying libenie of conccit propper to 
the Poet, did ſeemeto haue ſome diuine tt in 1t, 
And may not Ipreſumealitle farther,to ſhewe the 
realonablenelle of this word7 tz, and fay thatthe 
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4 DE EE 
hoſy Dawids Plalms areadiuine Poeme ? {l 
not do it without thereſtimony of great learned me 


both auncient and moderne. Bur euenrhename of - 


Pfalmes wil ſpeak for me, which being interpreted, 
is nothing but Songs : thenthat it is fully written in 
meeter asall learned Hebritians agree,althongh the 
rules benotyerfully found. Laftly and principally, 
his handling hisprophecie, which is meerly Poet- 
call. For whatelſeisrhe awaking his muſical Inſtru- 
ments, the often andfreechannging of perſons, his 
notable Proſopopeias,whe he maketh youas it were 


ſee God anpon=, in his maicſtie, histelling of the 


beaſts ioyfnlnefle, and hils leaping, bur aheauenly 
poche,whetin alrhoſt he ſhewerh himſelfea paſsio- 


nateloner ofthat vnſpeakableand citerlaſting bew- 


tie,tobeſcenebytrhe eyes ofthemind, onely cleared 


by faich?Bur truly now having named him, Ifeare I 
ſcemetoprophant that holy name, applying it to 


Poerry,which is among vsthrownedownetoſori- 
diculonsan eſtimation. Bur they thatwith quier 
iudgements wil looke a litle deeper into ir, ſhal find 
theend &working of it ſugh,as being righuly appli- 
ed, deſerneth notrobeſcourged out oftheChurch 
of God. But now let vs ſee how the Greekes have 
named it,and how theydeemedof it. The Greckes 
named him *#.-*, which name, hathasthemoſt ex- 


celent,gonethrough other languages,it commeth 
ike wherin Tknow 


ofthis word mw» which is to make 
not Whether by luck or wiſedome, weEngliſhmen 
haue met withthe Greekes incalling him a Maker. 
Which name, how high and incomparablearitle it 


is, I had rather were knowneby marking the _ | 
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i” T he Defence of \Poeſie.. 

of ctherſciences,the by anypartialallegaris. There 
isno Artdeliuered vnto mankind that hath not the 

workes of natuze for hisprincipall obiect, without 

which they could not conſiſt, and on which they ſo 

d ,asthey become Attors & Plaiers, asit were 

of what nature will haneſer forth. Sodoth the A - 
#ronomer looke vponthe ſtarres,andbythat heſeeth 

ſer downe what order nature hath taken therein.So 

doththe Geometritian & Arithmititian,intheir divers 

| ſontsofquantities. So doththe Maſitians intimestel 

you, which by nature agree, which not. The natu- 

ral Philoſopher thereon hath his name, and the(mo- 

rall ok ſtandeth vppon. the naturall vertyes,, 
vices,orpaſsions of man: and follow naturelairh he, 

therein, andthou ſhalt noterre. T he, Lawier ſaith, 

what men hauedetermined. The Hi#orian, what 


men hauedone. The Gramariar, ſpeakethonely of 

therules of ſpeech, and the Rhetoritianand Z ogiti- 

an, conſidering what in nature wil ſooneſt prooue, 

and perſywade thereon, giueartificiallrules, which. 

ſill are wonpatel withinthecircleofaqueſtion,ac- 
e 


cording rothepropoſed matter. The Phiſutian way- 
ethche nature of mans bodie, &thenatureof things 
helpfull, or hurtfull vnto it. And the Metaphiſicke 
though it be inthe ſecond & abſtratt Notions, and 
theretorebecounted ſupernatnrall, yetdoth hee in- 
deed build vponthe depth of nature. Onlythe Poer 
 diſdeining to be tied roany ſuchſubieQis, lifted'vp 
with the vigor of hisowninuention, dothgrowjn 
effect intoan other nature : in makingthings either 
betterthen naturebringeth foorth, or quiteanew, 
formes ſuch as neuer were innature : asthe Heroes, 
| | Dems;- N 
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' Demigads, Cyclops, Chymeras, Faries, and ſuchlike;fo ® 


as hegoah hand inhandwith nature, not encloſed 
 withinthe narrow warrantof her gifts, but freely 
ranoging within the Zodiack ofhis ownewit.Na- 
ewreneuer {a foorththecarth/inſo rich Tapiſtry as 
diverſe Poets haue done, - neither with ſo pleaſaunt 
rivers, fruitfull trees, ſweere{melling lowers, nor 
whatſocuerels may makethetoo much louedearth 
more lonely: hecworld is braſen,thePoetsonlyde- 
liuera golden. Bur {erthoſethings alonieand foeto 
man, for whom asthe other thingsare,ſo itſeemeth 
 inhimher vitermoſt comming is 1mploied: & know 
whether ſhe haue brought foonth ſorruealouer as 
T heagenes, ſo conſtanta friend/as Pylades, ſo valiant a 
manas Orlando, ſorighta Princeas Xenophons Cyrus, 
fo excellent a man enery way as zreils Aeneas. Nei- 
ther ler this beieſtingly coceiued, bicauſethe works 
ofthe one be eſſenc1all, the other in imitatiofor hi- 
Qtion: for cuerie vnderſtanding,knoweth the Skill 
of ech Ariificer ſtandeth inthat 14:4, or fore concerr 
ofthe worke, and not in theworkeit ſelfe.And that 
the Poet hath thar 7dea, is manifeſt, by delinerin 
them foonh in ſuch excellencieashehad ms & 
them : which delivering foonhy alſo isnot wholly 
imaginatine,as weare wont tolay by thEthat build 
Caſtles inthe aire : but ſo farreſabſtaneially it wor- 
| kerch,notonely tomakeaCyrw, which had bene bur 
aparticularexcellencyas nature might hanedone, 
but to beſtow a Cyrus vpontheworld tortiakema- 
w Cyruſſes, ifthey wilt{earne aright,whyandhow 
tharmaker made him. Neither lerirbedeemed roo 
Gwcy acompariſon,to ma" thehigheſtpointof - 
MAYS 4 ; mans | 
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gjucgight honor tochehoduenly makerofthar ma- 
kes,whahaving mademamotbrs owne likeneiyſet 
him beyand andouctall thewotkes bf that ſecond 
nave, Wwhichin Ir ACE much azm 
Poetry; when with the torce ofadiuine breathyhe - 
bringeth things foorrh ſurpaſsing her doings: with 
nomall arguments tothe incredulous of that firſt 
accurſed fall of Adam firice ourerefted wit makerh 
vs know wha perfeQis.is,and yer ourinfeted wil 


Ss © 


h vs froxcaching vnto it. But theſeargumets 


- 


will by few be vnderſtood;and by tewer graumed: | 

thus much Thope wilbe gincnme;, thatthe Greeks 

with ſome probabiltyofreaſon,ganc himthename 

aboucall names of router, Now let vs goetoa 
m 


more grdinaric opening of him , that thetruth may 
bethe more palpable: and ſo lhopethough we ger 
not {6 yamaccked a praife as the £t;molegie of his 
nameswill grant, » yes: his veriedelcription which 
no manwill denie, ſhall not inſly be barred'from 
a principallcommendation. Pejetheteforacs an 
Art of Imation: tor ſo _uriitetietermeth itin the 


word «uae, chatistgfay, arepreſenting,counterfei- 


ting, or figuririg fonthio ſpeaks Metaphorically. A 
_ the ng Pitture,with this end Go. 7 rare hr; 


f this haue benethreegeners!lkindes; the chiefs 
both inantiquitie and-exce/lcneic ,- werethey that 
did imuatgthe vnegcemneable exccliencies of Gods 
Sugh were, Dewidin his Plaknes, Selomenin his ſong 
of {ongs,- in bis :Ecclefrafles and: Pronerbes.”\, 2M 
and Debord, in.theix Hynes, andthe wryter of 
ave: Which belide other ; the learned Ernannell; 


 Tremelius, 


KF m—_ oy F.lans; entitſerhePoeticaſll 

t crpture © againſtthefe none will ſpeake 
Eenhhthebolic Ghoſt apr mann er In 
this inde; thougb ina fall _— dinmitie, were 
Orphens,,Amphion, Homerin his himnes, and ma-» 
nicother; both Greeke and Romanes.'': And this Poe» 

ferwſtbevſedby whoſotuer will follow S. Pauls 
.  counfailes in ſinging: Plalmes'whentheyate mery, 
and 1knowe is vied with the-ftrnte of.comfort by 
ſome, when. in ſorrowtfull panges of their death + 
bringing ſinnes- they: findethe conſolation of the 
neuer leauing goodnes. ; The ſecond: kinde, is of 
then tharideale with matters Philoſpphicall, ether 
moralla$T zrteus, Phocilides, Cath; ormaturdll,as Lu- 
cretias,and Virgils Georgikes,ot Aſtronomicall as Ma- 
nilissand Pontanu3;' or Hiſtoricall as Zater : which 
who:miſlikethe fault, -isintheir iudgemem quite 
out of taſt, & not ih the ſweerfohd of 1weetly vrte= 
red knowledge.But bicauſethis ſecond ſort is wrap- 
ped within the foldeof the propoſed ſubieQ', and 
takes not the freecourſe of his owninuentio,whe- 
therthey properly bee Poets arno,} let Grawarians 
diſpute; and goetothethird indeed right Poers,of 
whom chiefly this queſtion ariſeth»berwixt whom 
and theſe ſecond, is ſuch akinde of difference, as 
berwixt the meaner fort of Painters, who coun- 
xerfeyt onely-ſuch faces asareſetbeforethem, and 
the more excelent, who haningnolaw butwit,be- 
ſtow that incolours vpon you , which is firreft for 
theeyeto ſee, as the conſtant, though lamenting 
looke of Lixretia , when (hee puniſhed in her 
ſelfe ancthers' faulte :: wherein hee: painteth nor 


E® Lucretia 
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Lscretiawhom he neuer ſaw, bur pamteththe out- 
ward of ſuch averre.Fortheſerhird be 
which moſt properly do imitatetoreach & delight: 
and to imitare, borrow nothing of whatis,harh bins, 
or ſhall be,bur range onely reined with learned dif- 
cretion; intothe divine confiderationof what may 
beand ſhould be. Theſe bethey that asthefirſt and 
moſtnobleſort, may iuſtly betermed 7 ates :ſothefe 
are waited on inthe excellenteſt languages and beſt 
vnderſtadings,with the foredeſcribed name of Po- 
ets. For theſe indeed do meerly maketoimitate,and 
imitatebothtodelight &reach,and delight to moue 
mentotakethat goodnefie in hand, which without 
delightthey would flieas from aftranger;and teach 
ro make them know that goodneſſe rams the 
are moned:which being the nobleſt ſcopero whic 
euer any learning was directed, yet want there nor 
idle tonguesto barkeat them. Theſe be ſubdiuided 
intofundry more ſpeciall denominations. The moſt 
notable be the Heraick, Lyrick, Tragick, Comick, Saty- 

rick, lanwick, Elegiack, Pa#orall, and cenaine others: - 
 ſomeoftheſebeing tearmed according tothemar- 
terthey deale with, ſome bythe ſort of verſethey li- 
ked beſt rowritein, for indeed thegreateſt part of 
Poets, haue apparelledtheir pocticall inuentions, in 
that numbrous kind of writing which is called ver/. 
Indeed bur apparelledverſe: being but an ornament 
and no cauſeto Poetrie, ſince therehaue bene many 
moſt excellent Poets that neuer verſefied, and now 
fwarme many verſefiers that need nener anſwereto 
the name of Poets. For Xenophon whodid imitate ſo 
excellemly as to giue vs effigiem in#4 imperii , the 
pour- 
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_ TheDefmeef roſe, = WF 
pourtraitnre ofa iuſt Empyre vaderthe name of tp. 
rus, as Ciceroſaith of him, madetherein anabſolure 
heroicall Poeme.So did Heliodorws, in his ſugredin- 
uention of that picture of loue in T heagenes & Cha- 
_ricles, and yet boththeſewrote inprote, which I 
ſpeaketo ſhew,that it isnotryming and verſing that 
maketh a Poet, (no morethenalong gown maketh 
an Aduocate; whothough hepleaded in Armour, 
ſhould be an Aduocar and no ſouldier) but itis that 
faining notable images ofvertues,vices,or what cls, 
withthar delightfull reaching , which muſt be the 
rightdeſcribing noteroknow aPoetby. Although 
indeed theSenate of Poers hath thoſen verſe as their 
firteſt raiment : meaning as in matter, they paſſed alt 
inall,ſo in maner, togo beyondthem : not ſpeaking 
tabletalkefafhion , orlike men in adreame, words 
as they chanceably fall fromthe mouth, burpeaſing 
cach ſillable of eache word by iuſtproportion, ac- 
cording tothe _—_— of the ſubieCt. Now therfore 
it ſhalnot beamille, firftto way this latter ſort of po- 
errie by his workes, andthen by his parts, and if in 
neither of theſe Anatomies hee becondemnable , I 
hopewe ſhall obteine a more fauourable ſentence. 
This purifying of wit, this enriching of memorie, 
enabling of judgement , and enlarging of conceit, 
which commsly wecal learning, vnder what name 
ſo euer it come forth, or to what immediate end ſoe- 
uer it be direRed, the finall end is, tolead and draw 
vsto as high aperfeQion, as our degenerate ſoules 
made worſe by their clay-lodgings, can be capable 
of. This according tothe inclination cf man, bred 
many formed impreſsions. = ſome that o_ 
2 
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ahi3 felicity principally robe gotten by knowledge, 
and noknowledge tobe ſohipghorhcaucoly, as ac- 
quaintance with theftats; pauerheſeluesto Aftre- 
nomic: others perſwading theſclues robe Demjgods, 
if they knew the cauſes. of things, becamenaturall - 
and ſupernaturall Philoſophers. Some an admirable 
delight drew to Mwuſke ; and ſomethe certaintie of 
demonſtrationtothe Mathematicks ; hut all oneand 
other hauingthis ſcopero know, & by knowledge 
to lift ypthe minde fromthe dungeon of the bodie, 
tothe cnioying his ownediuine eſſence. But when 
by theballance of experience it was found, thatthe 
Aiﬀrovomer looking tothe ftars might fallinaditch, 
thatthe inquiring Philoſopher might be blind in him 
ſelf, &the Matherutician,mightdraw forth afſtraighr 
linewith acrooked hart. Thenlodid proofe, the 0- 
uerrulerof opinions make maniteſt,that all the{e are 
but ſeruing ſciences 5, which as they haite apriuate 
end inthemſctues , ſo yetare they alldireQedto the 
higheſt end of the miſtreſſe knowledge by $ Greeks 
«nm, Which ſtands as Ithinke,intheknowledge 
of a mans felfe, inthe Ethikeand Politique confide- 
ra1ion, withthe end of well doing, andnot of well 
knowing onely. Euenas the Sadlers next ende isto 
make a good Saddle, but his furtherende,toſerue a 
nobler tacultie, which is horſmanſhip, ſothe horſe- 
mansto ſouldiery: and the fouldiernot only tohaue 
te$kill, but to performe the practiſe of a ſouldier, 
0 that the ending end of all earthly learninig,being 
verteous ation , thoſeskils that moſt ſerneto bring 
forththar, have amoſt iuſttitleto be Princes ouer al 

Gereſt:whearin ifweck ſhew,thePoctis worthy to 
i ith have 


The Defenceof. Poeſie. 
hauc it beforeany other competitors: am 
principallytochallengeir, ſtep forthrthe moral Phz- 
lofaphers;nhom me thinkes Hee comming tawards 
me,with aſuifain grauitie,asrhough they could nor 
abide vice by day-light,rudelycloathed, forto wit- 
neſſe ontwardly their comemptof outward things, 
with bookesintheir hands againſtglorie , whereto 
they ſertheir names : ſophiſtically ſpeaking againſt 
ſubriltic, —_—_—_ withany man in whomthey ſeo 
thefoule faultot anger. Theſe men caſting largesas 
they go of definitions, diuitions , and diſtinQtons, 
withafcornful interrogatiue, do ſoberly aske,whe- 
ther it be polsibleto findany path ſoready toleada 
manta verrue, asthat which teachethwhart vertue 
' i5, Kreacheth it not only by delivering forth his ve- 
ry being, his cauſes and effeQs, but alſo by making 
knowne his enemie vice, which muſt bedeftroyed, 
and his comberſome ſeruant paſsion,which muſtbe 
maſtred': by ſhewing thegeneralitiesthat contains 
it,andthe ſpecialtics that arederined from, Laſtly 
by plaine ſetting downe, how it extends it ſelfe our 
of mn limits ofa mans ownelittleworld, tothe go. 
ucernmemt of families , and maintemning of publike 
focicties. The HiHorian ſcarlely giueslciſure rothe 
Moeraltito fayſo much;butthat he Joadenwithold 
Mouſc-eaten Records, OY forthe 


moſt part vpon other Hiſtories ,, whoſe greateft at- 
thoriiecs arc OI the notable fouridaton 
Hereſay, baving much ade toaccordiffering wri- 
ters;& topicktruthout of tary dw mar. 7 


ted witha 1000. yeresigo,thEwiththepreſentage, 
and ya beterknowing how hiewatideres,thes 
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w his ownewitrunnes, curious for Antiquities, 
and inquiſitive of Noueltics, a wonger to yoong 
folkes; anda Tyrant intableralke;demeth ina great 
chafe, thatany man forteaching of vere, and ver- 


res ations, iscomparableto him. am Te# tem- 


ram, lux veritat s,,vita memorie,magiitramvite, nun- 
cia vetu#Hatis, The Philoſopher ſaith he,reacheth adil- 
zuratiue vertue,but Ido anaQtiue. His vertue is ex- 
cellent inthedangerleſſe Acadewy of Plato: but mine 
ſhewcth fortF her honourable face inthe batrailes 
of Marathon, Pharſalia, Poietiers, and Agincourt. Hee 
reacheth vertue by certaineabſtraQt conſiderations: 
bur I onely bid you follow the footing ofthem thar 
haue gone before you. Old aged experience, goeth 
deyondthe fine witted Philoſopher 2 but I give the 
experience of many ages. Laſtly,ifhemaketheſong 
Booke,I putthe learners hand tothe Lute,andithe 
betheguide,lamthelight. Then would healleags 
ou innumerable examples , confirming ſtorie by 
ories, how muchthe wiſeſt Senators and Princes, 
hauebenedireQted by the credit of Hiſtorie,as Bru- 
$15, Alphonſus of Aragon, (and who not if need be.) 
Atlength, the ay line oftheir diſputation makes a 
point inthis,that the one gineth the precept, & the 
other the example. Now whom ſhall wefind, ſince 
rhe queſtion ſtandcth for the higheſt forme inthe 
ſchoole of learning tobemoderator? Truly asmee 
ſeemerh;the Poet, andifnota moderator, euenthe 
manthar ought ro carry thetitle from them both: 
& muctymorefrom all other ſeruing ſciences. Ther- 
forecomparewethe Poet withthe Hiftorian, & with 
the morall Philoſopher : and if hee goebeyond them 
Vels  _ both, 


both,no other humaine $kill can matchhhim. Fora © 
for thediuine, __ "_ 6 Toa ee | 
cepted,not onely tor hauing his as 
anyoftheſe, as aw. .oee; amoment: bur 
cucn for paſsing ech oftheſe in themſclues. And for 
the Lawier,though 1» bethedaughter of 1»ſtice,the 
chiefe of verrues, yet becauſe he{ecksromakemen 
good, rather formidine pena, then virtutis amore ; Or 
ro ſay righter,doth not endeuorto makemengood, 
but that their cuill hurtnot others, having no care 
ſo hebea good citizen, how badaman hebe, Ther- 
| fore asour wickednes maketh him neceflarie ; and 
necelsitie makethhim honorable, ſo ishenorinthe 
decpeſt truthtoftandinrandk withtheſe,yhoalen- 
deuour totake naughtineſſcaway, andplant good- 
neſleeuenintheſecrereſt cabinerof our foutes: and 
thelc fourcateall that any way deale intheconlide- 
ration of mens manners, /whichbeingthe ſupreme 
SIONInget they thatbeſt breedir, deietuerhe beft 
commendation. The Philoſopher therefore, andthe 
Hi#orian, arethey which would win the goale, the 
one by precept,the other by example:butbothy,nor | 
bauing-both,doobath halt. Forthe: her fex- 
tingdowne withthornic argnments, thebare rule, 
is ſo hard of vtterahce, andſomiſtieto beconceiued, 
that one-that hath no other guide bne him , ſhalt 
wade in himtill hebe old; b ethall findeſuf- 
ficientcawſe tabe honeſt, For his ſmowledgeſtan- 


derh ſo vpontheabftrat andgenerall; 

that man who may vnderftand him, and morehap- 
pic,tharcanapply what he doth vnderſtand. Ont 
other {itle, NINO INES: = a v5 
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=” ed, nottowharſhouldbe, but rowhatis, tothe 


particulartruth ofthings, andnotiothe general rea- | 
lon of things, tharhis example drawethrio neceſſa- 
ie conſequence; and theretore aleſſefruitfulldoc- 
trine. Nowdoth the peertefiePoer performe both; 
for whatſoenerthe Philoſopher faith thould bedone, 
hegiues aperfeQ pitureof it by ſome one;by who 
he preluppolethrit was done,.fo as he couplerh the 
3? with the particuler example. A per- 
a piture I ſay,for hee yeeldethtothepoewers of 
the mindean image of that whereotthe Phils/opher 
beftoweth buta wordifh deſcription, which doth 
negher ſtrike, pearce, norpoſſeſſe; the ſight of the 
ſouleſomuch,astharother doth. For as in outward 
things roa manthathadnener ſcenean Zlephart,ora | 
Rinocerss ,who-ſhouldtell himmoſt exquiſitely aff / 
their ſhapecullour, bigneſle, and particuler marks, 
orotagorgiouspallacean ArchiteiFure,who decla- 
_ riggthefulibewries;might wellmakethe hearer a- 
| bletorepeatas it were by roatallhehad heard ; yer 
ſhould neuer{atiſichis inward conceir, with being 
wizneſle roitſcifeofarrye linely knowledge * bur 
theſamemi, aſſoonas he inightieethoſebeaſts wet 
| paimed,orthat honſowet inmodrſl, ſhuld Rrarght- 
waies grow withourneed ofany deſcription toait- | 
dicial comprehending of them,ſonodonbrthe Phj- 
loſopher with his learned definitions, beit of verrucs 
or vices;mattersof publike policy or prinat'zouern- 
ment, replcriiſticththe memorie with many infalſi- 
blegrounds of wiſdom, which norwithſtanding lie 
darke beforetheimaginatiueand iudgingpower, if 
they benotilluminatedor figured fonhbytheſpea- 


The 


king piQture'sf Pagfe. wy rakerh mich pains, = 


many times not withour Pocticall help& to make vs 
know the force, loueofour country harhin vs." Ler 
vs but heare old Anchices; ſpeaking in the middeſt of 
T roies flames, or ſeeViifſes inthe fulneſſeof all Ca- 
lipſoesdelightes , bewaile hisabſence from barraine 
and beggerly Zthece. Angerthe Stoickes ſaid, was 2 
ſhort madneſſe: let bun Sophoclesbring.you Aiaxon 
a ſtage, killing or whipping ſheepe and oxen, thin- 
king themrhe Army of Greekes, withtheit Chicf- 
raines Agamemmen, and Menelans :and tell meif yon 
haue not amore familiar inſight into Anger, ? x5 
finding inthe ſchoolemen his Genus and Difference. 
See whether wiſdom and temperanceinYlſſesand 
Diomedes, valurein Achilles, friendſhipin Niſwand 
Ewrialus, even to an ignoram man carry not an ap- 
nt ſhining : and contrarily , theremorſe of con- 
cience in 0edipus; theſoonerepenting pride in Ag- 
memnon; the felfe deuoutring cruecltie m his father 
Atreas ; the violence of ambition intherwo Theban 
brothers;the ſower ſweerneſſe of renengein Medea, 
and to falllower,the Terenti.: Gnato,and our Chaw- 
cers Pander lo expreſt, that we now vſerheirnames, 
to ſignifietheir Trades : And finally, all vertnes;vi- 
" ces, and qaprexy ſo intheir owne narurall ſtates, 
laide to the view , that we ſeeme not to heare of 
them , bur clearly to ſee through them But e- 
uen in the moſt gxce!len determmation of good- 
neſſe , what Philoſophers counſfaile can fo rezdely 
dire a Prince, as the feined Ciras in Yenophon , 
or a vertuous man in all fortunes: asAeneas in 


Vireill , ora whole Common-wealth), as the wer 
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of Sir Thomas Moores Emtopia. I fay the Way, be- 

cauſe where Sir Thomas Moore erred, it was the 
fault of the man and not of the Poet : for that Way 
 ofpatterning a Common-wealth,was moſt abſolute 
though hee perchaunce hath not ſo abſolutely 

_ performedit. Forthequeſtionis,whetherthefai- 
- ned Image of Poerrie, or the reguler inftruQtion 
of Philolophic ; haththe more force inteaching ? 
Wherein itthe Philoſophers haue morerightly ſhew- 
cd themſclues Philoſophersthen the Poets, haue attei- 
ned ro the hightoppe of their proſeſsion(as intruth 
Mediocribus te poets non Di on homines,non conce(ſe- 

re columne, ) it is (I ſay againe) not the fault of the 
An,butthatby fewe menthat Artcanbe accompli- 
ſhed, Certainly euenour Sauiour Chriſt could as 
well haue giuen the morall common places of vn- 
charitableneſſe and humbleneſle,as the diuine nar- 
rationof Dizes and Lazar , or ofdiſobedience and 
mercy, as that heauenly diſcourſe ofthe loſt childe 

, andthe gracious Farher, but that his throughſear- 
ching wiſedome, knevy the eftate of Dizes burning 
inhell , and of Zazarws in Abrahams boſome, would 
moreconftantly as it were, inhabit boththe memo- 
ricand indgement. Truly for my felfe(mee ſeemes) 
Iſec before mine eyes, theloft childs diſdainful _ 
by 


digalitic,rurned toenuy aSwines dinner: whic 
the learned Djwmesarethought not Hiſtorical afts, 
but inftruQing Parables. For concluſion, I faythe 
Philoſopher reachah,but heteacheth obſcurely,ſoas 
thelearned onely can vnderftand him, that istofay, 
he teacherththemthat arealreadieraught. Burthe 
Poet is the {god for thetendrefitomacks,thePoer 
| is 


ts indeed, therighepopuler Philoſopher. V 
Eſops Tales o__ proofe , whoſe prettic Alle- 
gories ſtealing vnder the formall Tales of beaſtes, 
makes many more beaftly then beaſts : begin to hear 
the ſound of vertuefromthoſedumbe ſpeakers.But 
now may it bealleadged, that if this imagining of 
matters beſo fit for the imagination, thenmuſt the 


Hi#orian needs ſurpaſſe,who brings you images of 


true martters,ſuch as indeed were done,and not ſuch 
as fantaſtically orfalſly may be —_— hauebin 
done. Truly Ariftotle himſelfe in his diſcourſe of Poe- 
fe,plainly determinerh this queſti6,fayingythat Poe- 
tric is e0memeys. and wwe, that is tofay,it is more 
Philoſophicall and morethen Hifſtory.His reaſon is, 
becauſe Poeſie dealeth with wes, that iStoſay , with 
the vniuerſall conſideration, and the Hiſtorie with 
x" iow. the particular. Now faith he, the vmiuerſall 
wayes What is fitto be ſaid or done, either in likeli- 


hood orneceſitie, which the Poefie confidereth in 


his impoſed names : and the particular onely mar- 
keth whether A4lcibiadesdid or ſuffered this or thar. 
* Thus farre Ar:Zotle. Which reaſon of his, as all his 
is moſt full of reaſon. For indeed if the queſtio were, 
whether it werebetter to haueaparticularaQ truly 
orfalſly ſet downe, there isnodoubrwhich istobe 
choſen,no more then whether you had rather haue 
Veſpacians PiEture rightas he was, or atthe Painters 


pleafure nothing reſembling. Bur ifthequeſtionbe 


for your owne vie and learning, whether itbeber- 
rerto haue it ſet downeas it ſhould be, oras it was; 
thencertainly is moredoQrinable, the fained Cyyw 
in Fenophon , then the true Cyras in 1u#in : andthe 

Ns D 3 fained 
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thy Amneas in Da- 
res Phrigias :as toa Ladiethar deſired to faſhion het 
countenancetothebeſt grace: a Painter ſhuld tnore 
benefite her ro pourtratt a moſt ſweae face, wri- 
ting Canidia vppon it, thento paint Canidia as ſhee 
was, who Horace ſweareth was full ill fauoured. If 
the Poct dohis part aright, he wil ſhew you in Tan- 
telus Atrexs, and ſuch like, nothing thar is not to 
be ſhunned ;-in Cyrus, Meneas, Y lifes, cachithing 
t0be followed : where the HiForiambound torell 
things as things were, cannot beliberall , withour 
hee will be Pocticallof aperfeR pareerne, butasin 
Alexanderor Scipiohimielte, ſhew doings, ſomero 
be liked,ſoreto be miſliked; and then how wil you 
diſcernewharrto follow, but by your owndiſcretis 
which you had without reading 2. Curtivs, And 
whercas amanmayfay, though in vniuerſallconft- 
deration of doQtrine,the Poet preuailech,yetthar the 
Hiſtorie in his ſaying ſuch a thing was done, doth 
warrant a man morean that he ſhall follow. Thear- 
{wereis manifeſt, that ifheftand vpon that was , as 
it he ſhould argue, becauſeit rained yeſterday,ther- 
fore it ſhould-raine to day, then indeede hath it 
ſome aduantage to a grofſe conceit, But if hee 
knowe an —__ onely enformesa conieQured 
likelihood , and ſo goe by reaſon, the Poet doth ſo 
farre exceed him, as hee is to frame his example 
to that which is moſt reaſonable, be itin warlike, 
2:9 an, or priuate matters, wherethe HiForian in 

is bare, was, hath many times that which wecal! 
fortune, to ouerrule the beſt wiſedome.. Manie 
' kmes hemuſttellcuents, whercofhe can yeeld no 


cauſe, 


T loDifns of Poeſe 


ned example hath as much forcetoreach, as a true 
example (foras for to mooue, itis clearelincethe 
fained may'be wned tothe higheſtkey of paſsion) 
let vs take one example whereinan Hi#orian and a 
Poet did concurre. Herodetus and In#in doth both 
teſtifie, that Zopirus, King Darims faithfull ſernant, 
ſceing his maiſter long refifted bytherebellions Ba- 
bilomans;fained himlelfe in extreamediſprace of his 
King, for verifying 'of which, 'he' cauſed his owne 
noſe dap atr nv Loefn oft, and fo flying to the 
lonians was recaued, and for hisknowne'va- 
luce ſo:farre creatited, that hee did finde meanes 
to deliver them ouer to Derivs. / Much like-mat- 
ter doth L;ay record of T arquenius, and his ſonme. 
Xenophon excellently fameth' ſuch an othet Strata- 
geme;, performed: by _{bradates in Cyras behalte; 
Now :woutd'l faineknowe;; foccafionbeprefen- 
red vnto you, to ſenie your Prince by- factran ho: 
neſt diſsimulatron , why yon do notas well learne 
it of Xenophons fiQtion, asot the others vernie:and 
rruly ſo much the better, as you ſhall faue yournoſe 
by the bargaine : © For CA bradates didinot'comn- 
rerfeyr lo fare... - $6 thenthe beſt of the HiHorian 
is ſubiect ro the Poet, for whatſoeuer ation or 
faction, whatſoeuer counſaile, pollicic, or warre, 
ficatageme , the Hiftorien isbounde to recite, that 
may the: Poet if heeliſt with his imirationmakehis 
owne'; bewtifying it both for further reaching, 
and more delighting as it pleaſe him : hauing all 
fr6 Dante his heue ro his hell, vndertheaurhoriry of 
his pen. Whichif I bcasked whatPorts hauedonſod 
if Siva 423. 


cauſe,orifhedo,jemuſtbe poctically.Forthatafajis 


"I T he Defence of Poefie. - 
as I might wel name ſome, ſoyer lay L,and fayagain, 
I peakeofthe Art and not ofthe Artificer. Now to 
tharwhich commonly is attributed to thepraiſe of 
- Hiſtoric, inreſpeQt ofthenotablelcarning,is got by 
._ marking theſucceſſe,as thoughtherein a man ſhuld 
ſcevenuecxaked,& vicepuniſhed: truly thatcom- 
mendation is peculierto Pocrric,and farreoff from 
Hiſtoric for indeed Poetrie euer fets vertue ſo out 
 'nherbeftcullours, making fortuneher well-way- 
ting handmayd, that one muſt needs be enamoured 
of her. Well may youſee Y;ſesinaftorme and in 
other hard plights, but they are but exerciſes of pa» 
tience & magnanimitic,to makethe ſhine the more 
intheneare following proſperitie. And ofthe con- 
. trary part, if euill mencometotheſtage, they cuer 
gon (as the Tragedie writer anfwered f6 one 
that miſlikedthe ſhew of ſuch perſons) ſo manicled 
asthey licke animate folkesto follow them. Bur the 
Hiſtoric bceing captiued to thetrueth of a fooliſh 
world, is many times aterror from well-doing, and 
an encouragement to'vnbrideled wickednes. For 
ſee wenot valiant Milgiades rotin his fetters ? The 
iuſ Phacion and the accompliſhed Socrates , pur to 
death like Traytors? The cruell Severus, lineprof- 
peroully? The excellent Sexerws miſerably murthe- 


and Crcerof|ainthenwhenthey wold hauethought 
exilea happineſſe? See we not vertuous Catedrinen 
tokillhimſelfe, and Rebell Ceſar ſoaduanced, thar 
his name yet after 1600. yeares laſteth inthe high- 

| eſthonor? And markeþut euenCe/ar5owne words 
of theforenamed Sylls, (whointharonely,did ho- 

> neftly 


red? Sylla and <Harivedying intheirbeds ? Pompey . 


| The Defenceof Poefie. 
neſtty to put downe his diſhoneſt Tyrann 
145 neſcinrt +28 if wantof learning cauicd himtodoo 
well. Heme itnot by Poetric, whichnot content 
with carthly plagues,deuiteth new puniſhments in 
hell for Tyrants: nor yer by Philoſophy,whichtca- 
cherh 0ccidentoseſſe,but nodoubt by skill in Hiſtory, 
for that indeed can aftoord you C:pſelae, Periander, 
Phalaris, Daadifones , and I know not how many more 
ofthe ſamelednnell,that ſpeed well inough in their 
abhominable iniuſticeot vſurpation. 1 conclude 
therforethat he excelleth hiſtorie, not onely infur- 
nithing the minde with knowledge,bur-in ſerting it 
forward to that whichdeferues to be calledand ac+ 
counted good: which' ſetting forward and mouing 
to well doing , indeed ſetterhthe Lawrell Crowne 
vponthe Poets as viftorious, not onely ofthe Hifto- 
7148, but ouer the Philoſopher , howlocuer in tea- 
ching it may b2queſtionable.Forſuppoſe it begran- 
ted;, rhatwhich I ſuppoſewith great reaſon maybe 
denicd; thatthe Philoſopher in reipeRt of his noch. 
dical proceeding,teach moreperfeRlythenthe Po- 
et, yerdo[thinke, thatno man is ſo much $9990new, 
2510 _— the Philoſopher in moouing with the 
Poet.” Andtharmoouing'is of a _ degree then 
teaching, it may by this appeare, that it is well nigh 


both the cauſe and effeft of teaching. For whowill 


beraught, if heebenotmooned with deſirerobe 


taught? And wharſfo nnch good doththatteaching | 


bring foorth, (I fpeake ſtill of morall doctrine) as 
that it moouethonerodorhat which it dothreach. 
For as A ri#otle ſaith;it is not *.but +5 muſt be 
the frute: and how =e-%+. LEN being _ 
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The Defencedf Potſic: 


 ** uedtopraQiſe, itis nohard matterto conſider. The 


| wut fr ſheweth you the 'way ,. hee enformeth 
you of the particularitics, as well of thetediouſnes 
ofthe way , as of the pleaſaunt lodging you ſhall 
bane when your journey is ended, as- of the ma- 
ny by turnings that may diuert you from your way. 
Bur-this is ro no' man but -to. him that will reade- 
him, and reade him with attentive flndious pain- 
fulneſſe, which conſtant deſire, whofruer hath in 
him , hath alrcadie paſt halfe the hardneſle of the 
way : and therefore is beholding to the Philoſs+ 
pher, bur for the other halfe. Nay truly learned: 
men hauelearnedly thought, tharwhere oncorea- 
fon hath ſo. much* ouer-maſtered paſsion , as that 
the minde harh a free defire-to doo well, the in- 
ward light each minde hath init ſelfe, is as good 
as 2 Philoſophers booke,. ſince im Nature we know 
it is well:;, ro doowell, and what is well, and whar 
ts cuill, although noc inthe wordes of Artwhich 
Philoſophers beſtow: vppon vs : for out of naturall 
conceit the- Philoſophers drew it ; but.to be maned 
to doo that which wee know , or tobe mooued 
with deſire to know. Hoc opus; hic labor eff, Now 
therein ofall-Sciences I ſpeake ſtill of hirmane (and 
according to the humane conceit) is our-Poet the. 
AMonarch. For heedothnot onely ſhew the way, 
bur giueth {> fweere-a:profpett into the way, as 
_ will enticeanie man to enter into-it:. Nay hedoth 
as if your journey ſhould'lyethrough afairevine- 
yard, atthe verie firſt, give youa cluſter of grapes, 
that full of that taſte, you may long to pallefur- 
ther . Hee: beginneth not with obſcure-definiti- 
| ONS,, 


| The Defence of Poeſie. 
pregegns » and loade the memorie with doubt- 
: efle : but hee commetrh to = with words 
et in delight ull oportion, accompanied 
with , or tink PIs well enchanting kill of 
 Huſ{uke,and with atale forfocth he commeth vn- 
to you, with atale, 'which holderh children from 
play, andolde menfromthe Chimney corner ; and 
pretending no more,dothintend the winning ofthe 
minde from wickednes to vertue; euenasthe child 
is often brought torake moſt wholeſomethings by 
hiding them fach ocher as haue apleafaunt taſte: 
which if one ſhould begintorell them thenature of 
the Allzes or Rhabarbarumthey ſhould receiue,wold 
ſooner take their phiſickat theirearesthen arttheir 
mouth, ſo is itin men (moſt of which, are-childifh 
inthe beſtthings,tilrthey be cradled intheir graves) 
lad they will be tohearethetales of Herewles, Achil- 
s, Cyrus, Aeneas, and'hearing them, muſtneedes 
hearetheright deſcription of wiſdom watue,and iu- 
ſticez which if they had benebarely (that isro ſay 
Philoſophicalty)ſet.out, they would ſwearethey be 
brought ro ſchooleagaine ; that imitation whereof 
Poetrieis, hath the moſt conueniencieto nature of al 
other :.inſomuch thatas Arifotle ſaith,thole things 
which in themſelues axe horrible, as cruel battaies, 
ynnatural monſters;are made in poeticall imitation, 
delightfull. Truly Thaueknowne men, that cuen 
withreading Amads degasle,which God knoweth, 
wanteth much of aperfeQ Poeſie, haue found their 
hearts moned rothe cxcrcile of counclie, liberah- - 
tic,and eſpecially courage. Who readeth Aeneas car- 
rying old Anchiſes on his i that wiſheth not 
2 £ 


ent with inter- 
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xwerehis forruneto performe ſoexcellent an AQ? 
Whom doth not thoſe words of T*#rn«s mooue, 
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imagination) fugientem hes terra videbit? V fqueadeone 
_ murimiſcrumeſis\ herithe Philoſophers asthey think 
{corneto delight, ſo muſt they be content Itle to 
mooue ; fauing wrangling whether Yirtw be the 
- chiefeor the onely good ; whether the contempla- 
tine or the aQtine fa doexcell; which Plata & Poe- 
tis well knew : andtherefore made miſtrefle Philo- 
ſophie verie often borrow the masking 'raiment,of 
Porfie.” For enenthoſe hard hearted enill men Who 
thinke verrae a ſchoole name, and know no other 
good but indulgere genio, and ans rh ce the 
auſtere aqmonitions of the Philoſopher, and feelenot 
the inward reaſon they ſtand vpon, yet will be con- 
tent to bedelighted , which isall the good, fellow 
Poet ſcemes to promiſe ; and ſo ſtealetoſeertheform 
ofgoodnes, (which ſeene,they cannot butlone)ere 
themſelues be aware, as ifthey tookea medicine of 
Cheries. Infinit proofes of the ſtraunge effeAs of 
this Poeticall inuention, might be allceaged: onely 
two ſhall ſerue, which areſo often remembred, as 
Ithinkeall men know them. The one of Menemns 
Aerippa, who when thewholepeople of Romehad 
reſolutely diuided themſelues fromthe Senate, with 
apparant ſhew of vtter ruine, though he were for 
that timeanexcellent Orator, came not am6g them 
vpontruſt either of figuratiue ſpeeches, or cunnin 
infirmarions , and much leſſe with farre fer 2M aximes 
of Philoſophie, which eſpecially if they were Pla- 
tonike , they muſt have learned Geometric before 
| | -\ they 
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 betaueth himſelte like a homely and faguiliar Poco, 
Hetelleththend a tales chat there wasatime;, when 
_ of the bodic tnadeamitingurcontpire- 

_ belly ,whichrhey choughtdenoured 
es of each others labour: they concluded 
= eywould fet ſo vnprofitable aſpender Rarue. In 
the, &1d,ro eines ES 
notorious that it was a1ale, with print ſhingrhe bel 
ly they ©) plegy agued themſelues ;this applied by him, 
wrought ſuch effect in the peo le, 4&1 mes qury | 
that Srely words brought foetth: burthenſoſud- 
daingandfo goodan aleration,for vpori r6aloneble 
conditions,a perfect reconcilementenſited;The'o- 
ther is of Nathan the Pr \whowhentheholie 
Dauid,had {c farre forſaken God, astb eonfirme A- 
duſteric with mirther; whenle\pastodothern- 
dreſtoffice of a friend; inlaying hisowne ſhameHc- 
fore hiseyes ; ſent by God torall againe ſo choſen a 
ſeruant, how doth he it ? bur by rellng of a man 
whoſebeloued lambe was vngratefullyraken fi from 
his boſome. TheApy moſtdiuinely true, 
butthediſcon ur im _ _ ;/which made Devid 

(Tipeake of inflrumentall cauſe) as 
ina glaſſeſechis9 Ne, asthatheanenly 
Palme of mercie well lfiech. By theſe therefore 
examples and reaſons; Irliiake it may be manifeſt; 
thatthe Poet withthar{n6 hand of dalight;, 'dbth 
draw theniind more effetiallyrhen ar other Art 
doth. And ſq a concluſion riot vnfitly erthne; rhar as 
vertueisthemoſtexcellerr, placefor al woikd- 


' tyleamingtinake hisend of 0 Poetry being the 
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= moftfaniliar toteachir, and mo Pancelyrto moue 


towards it -inthe moſt excellent worke, 15themoſt 
cactiens workeman., But I am cement noc onely 
te decipher:him by his workes (althoughyyarkes 
in commendation and diſpraiſe, muſt ever. hold a 
high authoritic) but more narrowly will examine 
his parts,: ſothat (asin a man) though altogither 
may cafriea preſence: full of maicitic and bewtic,, 
hance;in ſome one-defeQuous peece wemay: 
e blemiſh : Now in his parts, kindes, or ſpe- 
cies,,as.you lift to:tearme them, it is to be noted, = 
that (omePecſie-hanecauplediogithertwoor three 
kiodes; 45 the 7 r0girall and-Commall, whereupon. 
is rity the; Tragicomicall, ſome in themancrhaue 
mingled-proſe and verſe , as Sanazars and Boctius,, 
ſome-haue mingled matters Heroicall and Pa#orall, 
burchtt:commerhall,z0tone-in this | veſtion, for 
if ſevered they be goons, the oontunQioneannor 
be hurefull: therefore,perchance forgening ſome, 
and leauing ſome as needlefle to beremembred. Ir 
ſhallnot bee amiſle, ia- a word to cite the ſpeciall 
kindes, toſeewhat fauksmay be found in METER 
vie.of them. Igjt thenthe Paſtarall Poemewhich is 
miſlliked? (Forperchance whearcthe hedge 15low- 
eſt they will ſopneſt leape ouer) isthepoore pi 
didainged, vehich ſomtimes outot Melbersmouth, 
can ſhewethemilcrieafpeoplevnder hard Lords 
andxaucting (Ouldiers} Apdagainby 7 iterm what 
bleſledneſſe 5 deriuged,gorthem that lie loweſt, from 
thegoodneſſc ofthemthar fit higheſt ? Sometimes 
vitlerghe proce tales of, Woolucsand. ſheepe,can 
Ol 


uxiudeche whole conſulegions of yrong doing 


aneFputience; ſometimes Ae archer "q 
trifles,can getburatrifling vitory,wherperchance 
amanmayice, that cucn' Alexander & Darize,vyhhen 
they ftrage who ſhould be:Cockeof this worldes 
dunghill, the benefit they got, was,tharthe afterli- 
ucrs may ſay, Hec memini i. victum fruitracontende-. 
re T hirſem.. Ex lo Coridon, Coridon eft tempore nobis, 
Or is icthelamenting: Elegiack ,, which ia kinde 
heart would mooue rather pittie thenblame, who. 
bewaileth with the great. Philoſopher Heracliew; 
the weakenefle of mankinde, and the wretched- 
neſle of the world: who ſurely is to bee praiſed 
ether for compaſsionate accompanying-iuft cau- 
fes of lamentmions'y-or for vighrdic pa ing-out 
how weakebe.the paſsrons of wofulnefſe? ' iIs ir 
the bitter but wholeſome 7ombick, 'who mbbes the 
galled minde,,in —_— ſhamerhe Trumper of 
vHlanie, with bolde-and open crying out.againiſt 
naughtineſſe ?Or the Satirick, who Omne wafer wi- 
Hum: ridents tangit amice', ' who ſporingly, neuer 
teauerh, till he make a man laugh ar follie; andat 
- length aſhamed, to Jaughat himicl, which hecan- 
not auoyde, withour anoyding the follie ? who 
whileCircumprecordia ludit , giueth vsrofedehow 
many headaches a paſsionate life bringethr vs'toÞ 
How whenall is done, 5 *Yiubris anjmns finornem 
deficit os No perchance itis the Comick;, rar 
naughtiePlay-makers and fage-keepers, tiaudiuſt» 
Nimade odious.:/Tetheargumemts'of abuſe;: Iwill 
after anſwer;onely thus much now1s tobefaid, that 
theComch isanimitatiSoftheeemonerrorsofour! = 
life, which he repenienterhinelie molleidicujoun 


4 * 
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” Ghrnfullfontthat maybe : ſoasjrisimpolzible thar 
any becholdercan be content tobe ſuchaone. Now 
avinGeomatrie,the obliquemuſt be knowneaswell 
a5theright;, andin Aritbmetick, theoddeas wellas 
thecuen; ſointheaQtions of our life, whoſeahnor - 
the filthineſſe of cuill, wantcth agreat foileto per- 
cciuethebewtic of vertue. This doththe Comedie 
bandleſoinourpriuate and domeRiicall-marters,:as 
with hearing it, wee getas it wererati experience 
what istobe looked for of aniggardly Demen , of a 
ctaftic Dauas , of a flattering Gnato, ofa vain-gloris 
ous Threfo: and not onelytoknow what effects are 
tobe expeted;:but to know who; be uch, by the 
ſignifying badge: gincn them-by! the Comeatent. 
Ani{itlereaſon ak any manto ſay,that menlearne 
the cuill by ſccing it ſo-ſer out, finceasIfaid before, 
there is no man fining,but bythe forcetruih hath in 
namre.,: no ſooner ſeerh theſemenÞplay their parts, 
bat wiſherhthem in P;frinam,although 419 0K 
thefack of hisowne fan!ts licſe behindehis backe, 
_ thacheſeathnor himſelferodancethe ſame meafure: 
wherto yetnothing cari more open hiscies , thenrs 
fed hisowneaQtions contempribly ſer forth; So thar 
thetightvle of Comedie, will Ithinke, by nobodie 
beblamed; and muctrleſſe ofthe high and excellent 
Tragedie;zhat openeth the greateſt woundes, arid 
ſhewertiforthther{ersthat are couered withTi< 
ſie;tharmakerh Kings fearerobe Tyrams,and Ty- 
ranrs manifeſtcheirryrannicali/hamours, tharwith 
ſturringrhb affeftsof 44niration and Comiſeration, 
k the vncertainticofthis world , and vppon - 
how weak folindationsguildcaroofes are builded: 
Troop thar 


| TheDeftnetof Poſſe, 
that maketh vs know, .2#i /ceptraſeunc duro', 


revit , T imet timentes , metis in authorem redit. But 


how much itcan moue, Platarch yeeldeth anotable 
reftimonieof the abhominable T yrant _1lexandey 
Pher aus, from whole eyesa Tragedie well made and: 


repreſented, drew abundance of teares, who with- 


out all pitric had murthered infinite numbers; and 
ſome of hisownebloud : ſoas hethatwas not aſha- 


med to make matters for Tragedzes, yet could not }. 


reſiſt the ſweete violence of a T7azeaze. ' And if it 
wrought no further good inhim, i was;thathein 
deſpighrof himſelf, withdre&w'himſclfe from hear- 


kening to thar which might molfffieHhis hatdendd | 


heart. But it is not the Tragzdie they do miſlike, 
for'it were too abſurd ro taft our ſo excellent a re- 
preſentation of whatfoener is moſt woorthie tobe 
learned. Is it the Zyricke that mofte difpleaſeth , 
who with histuned Zyre and well accorded voice, 
gineth praiſe, the reward of venue, to vertuous 
as ? who pgiuerh morall' preceptes and naturall 
Problemes', who ſometime raifeth vphis voyceto 
the height of the heanens,; in _— the fatides 
of theimmonaalf God ? Certainly I muſtconfeſſe 
mine owne barbarouſneffe, I nener heardthe ofd 
| Song of Percy and Duels, that I founde not my 
| heart mooned more then with, a Trumpet” ; and 
yer is it ſung bur by ſome blinde'Crowder , with 
no rougher voyce, then rude ſtile : which being 
ſo enill apparelled in the duft and Cobwebbes of 
that vnciuil age, what wouldit worke, trimmed 
in the gorgious eloquence of Pindare? Th Hungs- 
rie I have ſcene it the —_— at all Feaſftes "4 

ther 
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| T he Defence of Poeſie: ? 
ther ſuch like mecrings,to have longs of their ance- 
ftors valure, which that right ſouldierlike nation, 
think oneof the chuefeſt kindlers of braue courage. 
The incomperable Lacedemonians , did not onelie 
carriethar kinde of Huſicke cner with themtothe 
field., but euen at home, as ſuch ſongs were made, 
ſoweretheyallcomentto be lingers ofthem:when 
the luſtie,men.yyere to tell, what they did, the. old 
men whatthey had done, and the yoong what they 
would doo. And where a man may lay thar Piz- 
derempany times praiethhighly ViQtories of ſmall 
momenr.. rather matters, of ſport-then vertue, as it 
May canſyercd;.ir wasthe faultof the Port, and 
not of the: Poetriez ſo indead the chicfe fault was, 
in the time and-.cuſtome of the Greckes, who ſet 
thoſe toyes at ſohigh aprice, that Phillip of Ma- 
ce4on reckoned 2 horſe-race wonne at Olympuc , a- 
mong his three fearcfull felicities, .. | But as the 
ynimitable Pindare often did, ſo is that kind moſt 
capable and moſt ht, to awake the thoughts from 
the {leepe of idleneſſe, toembrace honourable en- 
 terpriſes ... Their reſts the Hereicall , whole yerie 
name I chinke ſhould daunt all backbiters. For by 
- What conceit can atongue bee directed to ſpeake 
_ enil ofthat whichdraweth with himno lefſecham- 
pions then «_{chbules, Cirus, _d eneas, Turnus, Ti- 
deus, Rinaldo , who doath not: onely teache and 
mooue to atruth,: but reacheth and mooueth to - 
_ - the moſt high and excellent truth : who maketh 
magnanimirie and juſtice, ſhine through'all miſtie 
fearcfulneſle and foggic deſires.. Who if the fay- 


ing 


her out to make her more ry in her holliday 
apparrell,ro che cye of anie that vill daine, nvt ro 
Afaine vntill they vnderftand! ”Biit'if any thin 

be alreadie faid inthe defence of freete Poetrie, all 
- concurreth to themainteining the Zerorrall, which 


is not onche a kinde , but the beft and moſt ac- 
compliſhed kindes of Poetrie, For as the Image | 
of cach AQtion ſtirreth and inftruQeththeminde, 


ſo the loftie Image of ſuch woorthies , moſte en- 
flameth the minde with'deſire to bee woorthie: 
and enformes with counfaile how to bee woor- 
thie. Onely let Aeneas bee worne in the Ta- 
blet of your memorie, how hee gouerneth him- 
ſelfe in the ruine of his Countrey, in the preſer- 
ning his olde Father, and carrying away his re- 
ligious Ceremonies, in obeymg Gods Commaun- 
Ment ;70 leaue Dido, though not onelie all pal- 
flonate kindneſſe, but even the humane conlide- 
ration of vertwous gratefulnefſe, would haue cra- 
ued other of him: how in ſtormes, how inſports, 
how in warre , hoy in peace, how a fugitive, 


- how victorious, how befieged, how belieging, 


how to ſtraungers, how'to Allies, how to ene- 
mies , how to his owne. Laſtfy;; how in his in- 
warde ſelfe, and howe in his outward gouern- 
ment, and I thinke in a minde' 'moſte preiudiced 
with a preindicating humour, '' Hee'will bee 
founde in excellencic frnitefull .”*'Yea as Horace 
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| | The Defentt if Profle | % oo 
Ing of Plato and Telly bet tte, that Who cotlid 
ſee vertue , woulde bee Woonderfullic rauiſhed' 
with the foue of her bewtie. This man ferteth 
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The Defence of Poefte. ; 
faith , Melius Chriſippo.& Crantore : but truly Tima- 
gin it fallerh out withtheſePocr-whippers, as with 
{ome good women who often are licke,but in faith 
they cannot tel where.Sothenameof Poctrieis odi- 
oust9them, butneitherhis cauſenorefteQs , nei- 
thertheſummethatcontaines him,northe particu- 
larities deſcending from him -giue any faſt handleto. 
theix carping dilpraile. Since then Poetriets of al hu 
manelearningsthe moſtancient,and of moſt father- 
ly antiquitie, as from whence other learnings haue 
taken theirbeginnings ; Sinceit is ſo vniuerſall , that 
no learned nationdoth deſpiſe it, nor barbarous na- 
tion is without it; Since both Romane & Greeke gaue 
ſuch dininenames vnto it,the'one of propheſying, 
the other of making ; and that indeed] thatname of 
making is fit forhim,confidering, thatwhere all 0- 
ther Arts retainthemſelues withintheir ſubieQ,and 
receiueas itweretheir being from it. The Poet one- 
ly,onely bringeth his own ſtuffe, and doth notlearn 
a Conceit out of a matter, but maketh matter for-a 
Conceit.Sincefieither his deſcription,nor end,con- 
taining any euill,thething deſcribed cannot becuil, 
ſince his effeQs be ſo good axtoteach goodnes, and 
delight the learners of it ; ſincetherein (namely in 
morall doctrine the chiefe of all knowledges) hee 
doth not onely farre paſſethe HiForian, burfor in- 
ſtruQing is well nigh comparabletothe Philoſopher, 
for mouing, leaueth him behind him.Sincethe ho- 
ty ſcripture (whereinthere is no vncleanneſſe) hath 
whole parts init Poeticall,and that enen our Sauior 
Chriſt vouchfafed ro vſethe flowers of it : ſince all 
his kindes arenot onely intheir vnited formes, but 
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in their ſeuered diſſeCtions fully commendable, ' 
thinke, (and thinke I thinke rightly) the Lawrell 
Crowne appointed for tryumphant Capraines,doth 

worthily of all other learnings, honourthe Poet tri- 

. Umph. But bicauſe we haue caresas well as toongs, 

and that thelighteſt reaſons that may be, will ſeeme 
ra waigh greatly, if nothing be put in the counter- 
ballance, let vs heare,andas wellas we can,ponder 
what obieCtions be made againſt this Art , which 
may be woorthie either of yeelding, oranſwering. 

Firſttruly I note,not onelyintheſe ww, Poet-ha- 

ters , but inallthar kind of people whoſeek apraile, 
by diſpraiſing others, that they do prodigally ; 

a great many wandring words inquipsand ſcoftes, 

carping andtauntingateach thing, which by ſtur- 

ring the ſpleene, may ſtaiethe brain fromathrough 
beholding the worthineſſe of the ſubiect. Thoſe 
kind of obieQtions,as they arefull of averie idle eca- 

. fineſſe, fincethereis nothing of ſoſacredamaieftie, 

but thatan itching roong may rub itſeltevpon it, ſo 
deſcruethey no 6. anſwer, but in ſteed of Jaugh- 

ingat the icaft , rolaughar the icafter. Weknow 2 

playing wit can praiſe thediſcretion ofan Aſle, the 
comfortablenes of being indebt,and theiolly com- 
modities of being ſicke ofthe plague.Soof thecon- 

tary ſide,if wewill turne 0xids verle, + lateat vir- 
tus, prox imitate mali,that good lye hid,in nearnefle 
of the euill. 4erippawill be as mery in ſhewing the 
vanitieof Science, as Era/mms was in the commen- 
ding of folly : netther ſhal any man or marter, eſcape 
ſometouch of theſe ſmiling Raylers. Bur for Era/- 


ww and 4egrippa,they hadan otherfoundationthen 
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faith , Mdius Chriſippo,& Crantore : but truly Tima- 
gin it falleth out withtheſe Pocr-whippers, as with 
{ome good women who often arc ſicke,but in faith 
they cannot tel where.Sothenameof Poctrieis odi- 
oustothem,; burneither his cauſenorefteQs , nei- 
ther the ſummethatcontaines him,northe particu- | 
larities deſcending from him,giueany faſt handleto. 
theig carping diſpraiſe. Since then Poetriets of al hu- 
manelearningsrthe moſtancient,and of moſt father- 
ly antiquitie, as from whence other learnings haue 
rakentheirbeginnings ; Sinceit is ſo vninerſall , that - 
nolearned nationdoth deſpiſe it, nor barbarous na- 
tion is withoutir; Since both Romane & Greeke gaue 
ſuch dininenames vnto it,the one of propheſying, 
the other of making ; and that indeedthatname of 
making is fit for him,conſidering, thatwhere all 0- 
ther Arts retainthemſelues withintheir ſubieQ,and 
recciueas it weretheir being from it. The Poet one- 
ly,onely bringeth his own ſtuffe, and doth notlearn 
a Conceit out of a matter, but maketh matter for-a 
Conccit.Sincencither his deſcription,nor end,con- 
taining any euill,therthing deſcribed cannot becuil, 
ſince his effeQs be ſo good astoteach goodnes, and 
delight the learners of it ; ſincetherein (namely in 
morall doctrine the chiefeof all knowledges) hee 
doth not onely farre paſſethe HiZorian, butfor in- 
ſtruQting is well nigh comparabletothe Philoſopher, 
for mouing, leaueth him behind him.Sincethe ho- 
ty ſcripture (whereinthere is no vncleanneſſe) hath 
whole parts in it Poeticall,and that enen our Sauior 
Chriſt vouchfafed to vſethe flowers of it : ſince alt 
his kindes arenot onely intheir vnited formes, bur 
in 
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in their ſcucred diſſeQtions fully commendable, T 
thinke, (and thinke I thinke rightly) the Lawrell 
Crowne appointed for tryumphant Capraines,doth. 
worthily otall other learnings, honourthe Poets trj- 
umph. Bur bicauſe we haue caresas wellastoongs, 
and thar thelighteſtreaſonsthat may be, will ſeeme 
ta waigh greatly, it nothing be put in the counter-- 
ballance, let vs heare,and as wellas we can,ponder 
what obieCtions be made againſt this Art , which 
may be woorrhie either of yeelding, oranſwering. 
Firſttruly I note,not onelyintheſe ===, Poer-ha- 
ters , but inall that kind of people whoſeck apraile, 
by diſprailing others , that they doprodigally ſped 
a great many wandring words in quips and ſcoftes, 
carping and taunting areach thing, which by ſtur- 
ring the ſpleene, may ſtaiethe brain fromathrough 
beholding the worthineſſe of theſubiect. Thoſe 
kind of obieQions,as they arefull of averie idle ca- 
{ineſſe, ſincethereis nothing of ſo ſacredamaieftie, 
| bur tharan itching roong may rubitſeltevpon it, ſo 
deſeruethey no otheranſwer, but infſteed of laugh- 
ingat the icaft, trolanghatthe icafter. We know 2 
playing wir can praiſe thediſcretion ofan Aſſe, the 
comfortablenes of being indebt,and the iolly com- 
modities of being ſicke ofthe plague.So of thecon- 
tary ſide,if wewillturne Owzds verle, Yt lateat vir- 
£145, prox imitate mali,that good lychid,in nearnefle 
of he euill. 4erippawill be as mery in ſhewing the 
vanitieof Science, as Eraſmus was in the commen- 
ding of folly : netther ſhal any man or marter,elcape 
ſometouch of theſe ſmiting Raylers. Bur for Era/- 
ww and 4erippa,they hadan _ foundationthen 
| 3 


the 


The Defence of Poeſie. 


\ © theſuperficiallpart would promiſe. Marry thele 0- 


ther pleaſaum tault-finders, who willcorreQ the 
 Verbe, beforethey vnderſtand the Nowne, and con- 
fute others knowledge,before they confirme their 
owne, I would haue them onely remember , that 
ſcofting commeth not of wiſedome ſo as thebeſt | 
ticle intrucEngliſhthey get withtheirmeriments, 
is tobe called good fooles : for ſohaue ourgrane 
forefathers euer tcarmed that humorous kinde of 
ieſters.But that which giueth greateſt ſcope totheir 
ſcorning humor, is ryming and verling. It isalrea- 
die faid (and as Ithinke truly ſaid) it 15not ryming- 
and verſing that maketh Poeſie: One maybe a Poet 
without verſing,anda verſctier without Poetrie. But 
yet preſuppole 1t were inleperable, as indeed it (ce- 
meth Scalliger iudgethtruly, it were aninſeperable 
commendation. For if 0ratio, next to Ratio, Speech 
next toReaſon, bethegreateſt git beſtowed vpon 
Mortalitie, that cannot bee prailcleſle, which doth 
moſt poliſhthat bleſsing of ſpeech ; which conſide- 
reth each word not onely as a man may fay by his 
forciblequalitie, but by his beſt meaſured quantity: 
carrying enen inthemſclues a Harmonie , withour 
perchance number, meaſure, order, proportion,be 
 inourtimegrowne odious. | Bur laicaſidetheiuft 
praiſeit hath, by being the onely firfpeech for Mu- 
fecke, (Muſicke Ifay the moſt diuine ſtriker ofthe ſen- 
ſes) Thus much is vndoubredly true , that if rea- 
ding be fooliſh without remembring, Memorie be- 
ing theonely treaſure of knowledge , thoſe words 
which arefitteſt for memory,are likewiſe moſt con- 
uenicat for knowled ge, Now that Verſe ſarexcee- 


deth 


The Defence of Poeſee, Rm 
deth Proſe, inthe knitting vp of thememorie, the 
rcaſon is maniteſt, the words(belides their delight, 
which hatha great aftiniriero memorie) being ſo ſer 
as onecannot be loſt , butthe whole woorke tailes: 
which accuſing itſelfe, calleth the remembrance 
back to it ſelfe , and ſomoſt ftrongly confirmeth it, 
Beſides oneword, ſoas it werebegenting an other, 
as beit inrimeor meaſured verſe, by theformeram3 
ſhall haucancaregeſſerothe follower. Laſtly euen 
they that haueraughtthe Art of memory, haue ſhe- 
wed nothing ſo apt forit,as a certain roome diuided 
into many places, well & throughly knowne:Now 
that hath the verſe in effeCt perteQtly, eucrie yord 
hauing his natural ſeat, which ſeat muſt needs make 
the word remembred. But what needes moreina 
thing ſo knownetoall men.Who is it that ever was 
ſcholler, that dothnotcarry away ſom verſes of 7 #r- 
gl, Horace, or Cato, which in his youth hee learned, 
and cu@to his old ageſeruchim for houre)y leſſons; 
as Percontatoremfugito nam garrulus idemeit, Dum tibi 
quiſq; placet credula turba ſumas .Burthefitnes ithath 
tor memorie, 15 notably prooucd by all deliuericof 
Arts, wherein for the moſt part, from Grammer, to 
Logick, Mathematickes, Phiſick, andthe reſt,theRules 
chiefly neceflaietobe borne away, are compiled in 
yetſes. Sothat verſebeing in it ſelſeſyyeet and order- 
ly,and being beſt formemorie,the onely handle of 
knowledge; itmuſt be in ieft charany man can ſpeak 
apainſt it. Now then goewetothe moſt important 
imputatiors laid rothe poore Poets, for ought Ican 
yet learne, they are theſe. _ Firſt, that there beeing 
manic other more frutefull knowledges ,, a man 
—_ might 
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might better ſpend histimeinthem, then in this, 
Secondly,that it is themother of lyes. Thirdly, thar 
it isthenurſe of abuſe, infeing vs with many peſti- 

lentdefires, with a Sirens ſweetneſle, drawing the 
minde tothe Serpents taile of (infull fanſtes; and 
herein eſpecially Comedies giue the largeſt held to 
eare,as Chawcer ſaith, how both in other nations and 
inours, before Poets did ſoften vs , we werefull of 
couragegiueto marrial exerciſes,the pillers of man- 
likefibertic,and not lulled aſleepe in (hadie idlenes, 
-with Poets paſtimes. And laftly and chiefly,they cry 
out with open mouth as if they had ouerſhot Robin- 
hood,that Plato baniſhed them out of his Common- 
wealth. Truly this is much, ifrhere bemuch truth 

in it. Firſt rothe fir{t, T hat a man might better ſpend 
histime, isareaſon indeed : but it doth as they ſay, 

bur petere principium. For if it be, as I affirme, that 
nolearning isſo good, asthatwhich teacheth and 
mouethto vertne,and that none can both teach and 
mounethereto ſo much as Poefe, then is the conclu- 

ſton manifeſt ; that incke and paper cannot be to a 
more profitable purpoſe imployed. And certainly 
thoughaman ſhould graun their firſt aſſmmption, 

it ſhould follow (meethinks) very vnwillingly, that 
good is not 200d, becauſe better is berter. But I till 

and vrterly deny, that there is ſprung our of earth a 

. | morefruitfull knowledge. Totheſecond therfore, 
. that they ſhould bethe principalllyers, I anſwere 
Parzdoxically,burt truly, Ithink truly : that of all wri- 
rers vnderthe Sunne, the Poet is the leaft lyer : and 
thongh he wold,as a Poet can ſcarcely bealyer. The 
A4itronomer with his couſin the Geometrician , can 


hardly 


hardly eſcape, when they1take vponthemtomea« * 
ſurethe height oftheſtarres. How attenthinke you | 
dothe 2hiſitransliei, whentheyauetrechings good 
for {ickneſles, whichafterwardsfend Charona great. 
numberof ſoules drownd in a potion, beforethey 
cometo his Ferrie? Andno lefleofthereſt, which 
take vpon them toaffirme,Now forthe Poet;heno- 
. thing affirmeth; andthercforencnerlierh/: for as 1 
rake it; to lie,istoaffirme thatrobeetme;, which: is 
falſe. So asthe other ArtiFes, and eſpecially the H1- 
forian, affirming maniethings, can inthe clowdie . 
knowledge of mankinde, hardly cicape tfrothmanie 
lies. Butthe Poet as I ſaid before,neucrafhrmerh,the 
_ Poet neuer maketh any Circles aboutyour imagina- 
ti6,toconiure youto beleene fortrue, what hewri- 
tcth:heciteth not authorities of other hiſtories, but 
eue for hisentrice, callethrhe fweere Me/ertoinfpire 
vnto hima goodinuention.Introth,not laboring;:to - 
rel youwhar is,or is not, but what ſhould,or ſhould 
not be. Andthereforethqugh herecount —_— 
true, yet becauſe hetel[cththemnot fortrue, he li- 
eth not :withourwe will ſay,tharNathanitet/ in his 
ſpeech before alleapodroiPazid, wiiechasa wicked 
mandurft ſcarcefay,ſo think tnonelo ſimple, wold 
fay,that E/ope lied,in theralesof his beaſts: for who 
thinketh that ZE /opewrore it forattuallytrue, were 
wed worhieto haue his hameCromcdedambngihe 
beaſts he wructh e2.:"% phe there;rhar com- 
ing toa play,and ſeeing Thebes written in great let- 
_ rid aloote doth betoone chat tinTihes 
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ol The Defence of Poefie. 
pictures;what ſhould be,and not ſtories what haue 
bin, they willneuergiuethelietothingsnot Affir- 
macincly, bur:Allegorically and figuratiugly writ? 
ten; and thertforcas in hiſtorielooking for truth, 
they may go.away full fraught withfalthood : So 
in Peeſie, looking but for fiction , they ſhall viethe 
narration hue! as an/imaginatiue. groundplar-.of a 
profitable inuention:Bur hereto is replied, tharthe 
Ports giae-names to menthey write of, which ar- 
gueth a conceit of an aCtuall truth, and ſonor be- 
mg true ; prooucth a falſhood . And dooth the 
Lawier 1yc, then-whenvnder thenames of 7ohn of 
the Stile;; and:{ohw'of the Nokes ; hee purterh his 
Caſe ? Bur that is ealtly anſwered, their naming 
of men,.is but ro makerheir picture themoreliue- 
ly, and not to build anie Hiftorie. Painting men, 
ey:cannot leane'men nachelefſe :- wee ſee ,wee 
; cannot plaic at Cheſtes 5; but that/wee muſt gine 
names to our Cheflemen; and yer meethinkes he 
werea veriepartiall Champion of truth, that would 


ſay wee lyed, —_—_— a peece of of the re- 


uerende title: of.a:Biſhop'(ti'Þ he Prrtrameth Cy- 
rs and :_Atmerg; no othetway,' thenro ſheye 
what men of 4heir fames:/: fortunes;,.att eftares; 
ſhould dodroiFheir third is; how mud abu- 
 fath mens wits training; 4rtowanten linfilneſle, 
_ andjnſttullione.: -Formdeed tharivtho prin 

itnot orielyabiite, Ecafrhedreaticatigodw The .fay 
the Cometies rather teachrhen reprehearid amgrous 
coceits. They laythe Lirik islardedywich palyionar 
Sonets; the Elegiack weeps.the want of bismilt eſſe, 
and that OG a4 > 

21. |. climed. 


OO The DifonefiPu Yau 
climed:Alas Loue,Iwouldthouconldeftaswetde- 
fend thy elfe, asthaucanſtoffend others: I would 
thoſcon whom thou doeft attend, couldeither pur 
thee away, or yeeldigood'reaſon why they keepe 
thee. Bur grant Jouc of bewtictobeabeaſtly fault, 
although it be verichard , -fince onely manand no 
beaſt hath rhar gift ro diſcerne bewtic, graunt that 
touely name of louetodeſerue all hatefull repro- 
ches, alchough cuen ſomeof my maiſters the Philo- 
ſophers (perm a good dealeot their Lampoyle in ſer- 
ting ſoorththe excellencieof it, graunt Ifay, what 
they will have graunted, that nor onelic love, bur 
luſt, bur vanitic, bur if they liſt ſcurrilitie, poſſeſle - 
manie leaues of the Poets bookes , yet thinke I, 
when this is graunted, they will finde their ſen- 

rence may with good manners put rhe laſt words 
foremoſt; and nor fay, that Poetrie abuſeth mans 
wit, but that mans wit abuſeth Poetrie. For I will 
not denie , but that mans wit may make Poeſee, 

which ſhould be e:--, which ſome learned haue 
defined figuring foorth good things to be een 
whichdoth comrariwiſcinferhe tancie withvn- 
woorthie obieQs , as the Painter ſhould gme to 

the eye cither ſome excetjent perſpectiue, of ſome 

fine PiQture fit for building or fortification , or 
connining in it ſome notable exampte, as 4bra- 

ham facrificing his fonne 1ſaack, 1adith killing Ho- 

lofernes, Dauid fighting with Gol1as,may leanethoſe, 

and plcaſe'an ill pleaſed eye with wanton ſhewes 

of be:terhidde matters. But whar, ſhaltheabuſe of a 
thing, maketheright vic GN Naytruly —_— 
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may:noronelybeabuſed, butthar 


| yeeld,chat Foeſic 
being abuled. by the reaſon. of his ſweete charming 
force, it cando more hurtthen anie other armie of 
words: yet ſhall tbe ſofarretrom CNS that 


theabuſe ſhould giue reproachto theabuled ,. that 
cotrariwiſe,it is a good reaſon, thatwharſoeuer be- 
ingabuſed,doth moſt harme,being rightly ved (and 
vpontheright vſe, echthing recemeshistitle)doth 
moſt good. Do wenot ſeeskillof Philicke the beſt 
ramper to our often afſaulted bodies, being abuſed, 
reach poyſon the moſt violent deſtroyer ? Doth nor 
knowledgeof Law, whoſe endis, tocuen & right 
all things, being abuſed, grow the crooked foſterer 
of horribleiniuries? Doth not(to gotothe higheſt) 
Gods word abuſed, breede herelie, and his name a- 
buſed, becomeblaſphemie? 'Iruly a Needle cannot 
do much hurt,and as truly (with leaue of Ladies be 
it ſpoken) itcannotdo much good. Withaſwoord 
thou maiſt kill thy Father, and with aſwoord thou 
-maiſtdefendethy Prince and Countrey:ſothar,as in 
their calling Poets,fathers of lies, they ſaid nothing , 
| fointhis their argument of abuſe, they prooue the 
commendation. They alledge herewith, that before 
Poets beganto beinprice, our Nation had ſet their 
hearrs delight vppon aCtion , and not imagination, 
rather doing things worthieto be written, th&E wri- 
ting things fe tobe done, Whar that beforetime 
was, I think ſcarcely Spinx cantell: ſince no meme- 
rieisſoancient, tharhathnottheprecedens of Poe- 
trie. And certain it is,that inour plaineſt homelines, 
yet neuer was the _{/bjon Nation without Poetrie. 
Marry this Argument, though it beleuiled againſt 
Poetrie, 
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Poetrie, yet is it indeed achain-ſhor 


ren;that hauing inthe ſpoile ofa famous Cittie, ta- 
ken a faire Librarie, one hangman belike fitto exe- 


cutethe frures oftheir wits , who had murthered a 

cat number of bodies, wouldehaue ſet fre init. - 
' Noſaidan other veriegrauely,take heed what you | 
do, for while they are buſieaboutthoſe toyes, wee * 


ſhall with more leiſure conquere their Countries. 


T his indeed is the ordinariedoQtrine ofignorance, - 
and many words ſometimes I hane heard ſpent in | 
t:but bicauſethis reaſon is generally againſt al lear-. ! 


ning,as welas Poetrie,or rather all learning but Poe- 
trie,becauſe it were too largeadigreſsionto handle 


it, or at leaſtroo ſuperfluous, lince it is manifeſtthar | 


all gouernment of aCtion isto be gotten by know- 


ledge, and knowledge beſt, by gathering manie [ 
knowledges, which is reading; I onely with Horace, :. 


ro.him that is of that opinion, 1#bio flultameſſe liben- 


ter: forasfor Poetrieit (elfe, it isthefreeft from this 


obicQtion, for Poetrieisthe Companion of Camps, 
I dare vndertake,0rlando Furioſo,or honeſt king Ar- 
thare , will neuer diſpleaſe a ſouldier : but the quid- 


ditic of Es & Prima materia, will hard!y agreewith 
a Corceler. Andthereforeas I ſaid inthe beginning, | 
euen Turkesand T artars, aredelighted with Poets. | 


Homer a Creeke, flouriſhed, before Greece flouriſhed : 


.and iftoaſlight conieQture , a conieCture may bee | 
appoſed, truly irmay ſeem,that as by himtheir lear-. 


ned mEtooke almoſt their firſt light of knowledge, 


ſo their aQttue men, recriued their firſt motions of | 
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apainſtallſear- 
ning or bookiſhnes,as they commonlytermeir. Of 
fuch mind were certaineGothes, of whom it is writ- 
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_ conrage. Onely <A lexandersexamplemay ſerve, 


who by Platarche isacconnted of ſuch vertue, that 
fortune was not his guide, but his footeſtoole, 
whoſe Acts ſpeake for him, though Plutarche did 
not: indecde the Phenix of warlike Princes. This 
Alexander, left his Schoolemaiiter liuing Av1- 
#etle behinde him , but tooke dead Homer with . 
him. Heepurt the Philoſopher Callz/thenestodeath, | 
for his ſeeming Phileſophicall, indeed mutinous 
ſtubbornneſle, but the chicfe thing hee was euer 
heard to with for, was, that Homer had bene aliue. 
Hee well founde hee recciued more brauerie of 
minde by the paterne of _7chilles, then by hearing 
the definition of fortitude. And therefore if Ca- 
to miſliked Fulwiws for carrying Enmius with him 
10 the field, It may beanſwered, that if Cato miſli- 
ked it, the Noble Fuluiz liked it, or elſe he had 
. notdoneit; for it was not the excellent Cato Ytt- - 
cence, whoſe authoritie I would much morehaue 
reucrenced : But it was the former , intrutha bit- 
ter puniſher of faultes, butelſea man that had ne- 
uer ſacrificed to the Graces. Hee miſliked and cri- 
ed out againſt all Greeke learning , and ye: being 
foure ſcore yeares olde beganne to learne it, be- 
like fearing that Pluto vnderſtood not Latine. In- 
deed rhe Romme lawes allowed no perfon to bee 
carried to the warres , but heethat was in the {\(il- 
diers Rote. And therefore though Catomilliked 
hisvamuſtced perſon, he miſliked not his worke. 
And if hee had, Scip:o Naſa (iudged by common 
conſent thebeſt Romane;loued him: boththe other 
Scipio brothers, who had by their vertues no leſle 
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- farnaniesthenof {faand Africke;foloned himj— 


that they cauſed his bodieto beburied in their Se- 
pulture, Soas Catzes authoritie beeing but againſt 
his perſon, and that anſwered with fo farre grea- 
ter then himſelfe, is herein of no validitie, But 
now indeede my burthen is great, that Plato his 
name is laide vppon mee, whom I muſtconfeſſe 
of all Philoſophers, 1 hauc cuer eſteemed moſt wor- 
thic of reuerence; and with good reaſon, ſince of 
all Philoſophers hee is the. moſi Poetic all : yer it hee 
- will defilethe fountaine out of which his flowing 
ſtreames haue procceded, let vs boldly examine 
with what reaſons hee did it. Firft truly a man 
might maliciouſly obieQt , that Plato being a Philo- 
ſopher, was anaturall enemy of Poets. For.indeede 
afterthe Philoſophers had picked out of the fweete 
miſteries of Poetrze, the right diſcerning tie points 
ofknowledge: they foorthwith putting it m me- 
thode, and making a Schoole Art of thatwhichthe 
Poets did onely teach by adiuinedelightfulnes, be- 
ginning toſpurne at theirguides, like yngratefull 
Prentices, werenotcontentto let vp mo forthem- 
' ſelues, but ſought by all meanes tro diſcredit their 
rmaifters, which by the force of delight being bar- 
redthem, the leſſethey could overthrow them, the 
morethey hated them. For indeed they found for 
Homer,ſeuenCities ſtranewho ſhould have him for 
their Eittzen;wwhere many Cities battthed:Philoſo- 
phers, as not fir members tofineamongthem. For 
onely repeating certaine-of Euripides verſes, ma- 
ny- i_1theniens had their liues faued of the Sira- 
chſan;; where the Ld tbeniens theniſelues thoughe 
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Philoſophers vrrworthie to lme. Certaine Ps- 
ets,Aas 1610s Pindarts,had ſo preuailed with 
Hierothe firſt, that of a Tyrant they madehimaiuſt 
King : where Plato cwuld do fo little with Dionifeas, 
that he himſelfe of a Philoſopher , was made a {laue. 
But who ſhould dothus, I confefſe ſhould requite 
the obieQtions made againſt Poets, with like cauil- 
lations againſt Philoſophers : aS likewiſe one ſhould 
do, that ſhould bid one read Phearms or Simpoſium 
in Plato, or the diſcourſe of louein Platarch,and ſee 
whether any Poet do authoriſe abhominable filthi- 
nefleasthey doo. Againe, a man might aske,out of 
what Common-wealth Pltodoth baniſhthem, in 
ſooth, thence where he himſelfe alloweth commu- 
nitieof women. Soas belikethis baniſhment grew 
notfor effeminate wantonneſle , ſince little ſhould 
Poetical Sonnets be hurtful, whenaman might haue 
what woman he liſted. But I honor Philotophital 
inſtructions, and bleſſe the wits which bred them: 
ſoasthey benot abuſed, whichis likewiſe ſtretched 
ro Portrie. S. Paul himſelfe ſets a warch-word vppon 
Philoſophie , indeed vppon the abuſe. So doth Plate 
ponthe abuſe, not-vpon Poetrie. Plato found fault 
thatthe Poettes ofhis time, filled the worlde with 
wrng opinions of the Gods, making light talevof 
thar vnſponted eſſence; and therfore wold nothaue 
the youth depraued with ſuch opinions : heerein 
may much befaid ; let this ſuffice. The Poets didnor 
induceſuch opinions, but did imitate thoſe opini- 
ons alreadie induced. For all the Greeke tories can 
wellreſtifie,that the verie religis of that time,ſtood 
ypon many,and many faſhioned Gods: Not tanght 
| | lo 


fo by Poets, bur follower ptotheir nature 
of imitation. Who lift mayread in Plutarch, the dil- 
courſes of 1fcand 0fric , of the cauſewhy Oracles 
ceaſed, ofthe dittineprouidence,& ſeewhetherthe 
Theology of that nation, ſtood not vpon ſuch dreams, 
which the Poets indeede fuperſ 


off ſu 

nh 
thoſe words of which ul; Scalzger faith ; 2us au- 
thoritatebarbari quidam atq,; hiſþid: abati velent ad poe- 
$4 ere. Exigendos.But only ment rodriue out thoſe 
wrong opinions of the Deitie: wherofnow with- 
out further law, Chri#1aniie hathtaken away all the 
hurtful belicfe, perchanceas hethought nouriſhed 
by then eſteemed Poets. And amanneed gono fur- 
ther thento Platohimſelfe'to knowe his meaning: 
whom his Dialogrie called 7or / giueth high, and 
rightly, divine commendation vnto Poetrie. SO as 
Plato baniſhing the abuſe, not the thing, not bani- 
ſhing ir, bur giving due honour to it, ſhall be our 
Patron, and not 'our adverfarie; For mdeed, Ihad 
much rather, ſincetruly Tmaydoi, ſhewtheir mi- 
wing of Plato, vnder whoſe Lyons skihne, they 
would makean Aſlike braying againſtPoeſie, then 
goabour to ouertlirow hisauthoririe; whomethe 
wiſera man is; the more iuſt cliiſche ſhafſfinde ro 
have in admiration : eſpecially ſince he atrributeth 
vnto Poeſſs, morerhen my ſelfedoy namely,robe a 
vericinſpiring ofadiuine _ farre- abuue' mans 

wit, 
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The Defence of Poeſie. 


_ in the forenamed Dialogue is apparant, Of 


the other ſide, yho would ſhew the honours haue 
beneby the beft ſort of iudgements them, 
a whole ſca of examples woulde prefent them- 
ſclues; Alexanders , Ceſars, Scipioes, all fauourers 
of Poets : Leliws, called the Romane Socrates him- 
(clte a Poet ;, fo as part of Hrautontimoroumenon in 
Terence , Was {uppoled' to bee made-by-him. And* . 

cucn the Greeke Sorrates, whome App CON- 
firmed to bee the onely wiſe man, is ſaid to haue 
ſpent part of his olde time in putting Eſopes Fa- 
bles into verſes. And therefote full euill ſhould 
it become his ſcholler Plato, to put ſuch words in 
his maiſters mouth againſt Poets. But whar needs 
more ? Ari#the writes the Arte of Poeſie, and 
why, if ut ſhould not bee written? Plutarche tea- 
cheth the vſe to bee gathered of them, and hoy, 
if they ſhould not bee reade ? , And who.reades 
Platarches eirher Hiſtoric or Phaoſophie, (hall finde 
hee trimmeth both their garments, with gardesof 
Poeſie. But I liſt notto detend Pore with the helpe 
of his vnderling Yi#oriographic . Let it ſuffice.to 
haue ſhewed, it is a fit ſoyle for praiſe todwell yp- 
pon ; and what diſpraiſe, may ſet vppon it ,, is ei- 
ther calily ouercome,ar transformed intojuſt com- 
mendation. So that ſince the cxce!lencies. of it, 
may bee ſo calily and fo iuſtly confirmed, andthe 
lowe creeping obieQions fo ſoonetroddendowne, 
not. beeing an-An of lyes, but of truedoGtrine; 
not of effqeminareneſſe, bur /of notable ſtirring of 
courage; not ofabuling mans wi,but of ftrengthe- 
ming mans witznot banuſhed, but honored by Plate; 


—_ 
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more Layfels' cingiths 
tos _—_ ' (which honor of being gs Lawreate, 
as belidesthem onelyrrium hobo CH Ca Swe 
is 2 (ufficient anthoritie to ſhewe the pric 
ought to bee held in) then ſuffer the il! pedo 
breath 'of ſuch ſpeakers once to blow vp- 
ponrke cleare ſprings of Poeſir. Bur ſince Thaue 
- runneſo'Jong 2 Carrier in this matter, methinkes 
before 1 gine'my penne 2 full Roppe, ir ſhall be 
but a ies moreloſt tire, to enquire why England 
the; Mother of excellent mindes ſhould be growne 
ſo:hard-a epmother ro Poets; who-certainely int: 
wit-ought to paſſe all others , ſince all onely pro- 
ceedes trom their wit, becing indeed makers of 
themſclues, nor takers of others,- How can I but 
exclaime. <Muſa mihi c.inſas memoria quo memine 
Laſs, :Sweae:Poeſie that hath aunciently had Kings, 
Emperours , Senatours, great Capraines, fuch as 
befiides i thonkndes others, Dauid, Adrien, So- 
Pphocles, Germanicis, not onelie to faueiir- Poets, bur 
to bee Poets: and of our nearer times, can preſent 
for her Patrons , a Robert King of Scicill, rhegreat 
King Fraunces of Frannce, King Tames of Scotle 
fuch Cardinalls as'Bembx5, and Bibiena.; fuche a. 
mous Preachers and Teachers; a5 Bez4 and CIfe- 
lanchthon ; ſo learned Philoſophers , 3s Fracaito- 
rin, and Scaliger ;' (0 great Orators, as Pontanus, 
_ HM wetw; (o pearcing wits, as George Bucha- 
: ſo grave Counſailours, as beſides manic, 
hol before all , that 'Hoſp itall of 'Frantce; then 


wiiewsH [ pep that Realme never brought forth 
H''2' {5 amore 


and thereforedeckes our ſoyle with fewer Lawrels 
thenit was accuſtomed. For heretofore, Poets haue - 
in England alſo flouriſhed : and which isto be no- 
red,cuen inthoſerimes when the Trumper of Mars 
did ſonnd lowdeft. And now that an ouer faint qui- 
etneſle ſhould ſeeme to ftrowethehouſe for Poets. 
 Theyarcalmoſtinas good repuration,as the Monn- 
tebanckes mY enice.Traly cuen that,as of the one fide 
i giucth great praiſeto Poeſie, which likeYexws(bur 
to better purpoſe) had rather be troubled in thener 
with Aars,then enioythe homelyquierof / ulcas. 
Soſerueth it for apecce of areaſo,why they are leſle 
gratcfyllto idle England, which now can ſcarce en- 
| Cr the paine of a penne. Vponthis neceſſarily fol- 
loweth,that baſe men withſcruill wits vnderrake it, 
whothinkeir inough ifthey can be rewarded ofthe 
Printer:and ſoas Epaminandae is faid withthehonot 
of his vertuero haue madean Ofhice, by his exerci- 
ſing it, which before was contemtible, to become 
highly reſpeQted: ſotheſe menno morebut ſettin 
their namesto it, by their own diſgracefulneſſe, dil- 
gracethe moſt gracefull Poese, Far now as if allthe 
Muſes weregot with childe, to bring forth baſtard 
Poets: without any commiſsion,they dopaſſeouer 
the Bankes of Helicon, till they make the Readers 
more wezriethen Poſt-horſes : while inthe meane 
time, 


T he Defence of Poefie, — "oe 
time, they Lueis meliore Into finxit precordia Titan, 
arebetter content to =__ cthe'out-flowings'of 
their wit,then by publiſhing them;to beaceotnited 
Knights ofthe ſame order. BurIthatbefore ever I 
durſit aſpire vntothedignitie , am admitted into'the 
* companiec of the Paper-blurrers:/do'firlde the verie 
rue cauſe of our wanting eſtimation,is want of de- 
err, taking vppon vsto be Poets,indeſpire of Palles. 
Now wherein wewantdeſert, wereathankwoor- 
thiclabour toexpreſſe. Bur if Iknew I ſhould hane 
mended my ſelfe, but as Incuer defired-thetitle, ſo 
haune I negleQed themeanes to comeby it onely 
oucr-maltered by ſome thoughts, yeelded aninc- 
kie tribute vnto them. Marriethey that delight in 
; Poefieitſelfe, ſhould ſeektoknow what they do,and 
how they do: and eſpecially looke themſelues in an 
vnflartering -glaſſe of reaſon, if they be enclinable 
vnto it. For Porſiemuftnorbedraymneby'the eares, 
it muſt be gentlyled, or rather itmuft lead, which 
was partly the cauſethatmadetheaunciem learned 
affirme,it was adiuine gift & no humane skil; ſince 
' allother knowledges lic readie for anierhar haite 
ſtrengthofwit: A Poet no induftriecarrmake;if His 
owneGenims benot carried into it; Andtherefore is 
an old Pronerbe, Orator fit, Petanaſcitty. Yet con- * 
confeſſe I alwaies, that as thefertileft gronnd'muſt 
be manured, ſo muſtrhehigheſt flying wit hane a 
Dedalustoguide him. T hat Deda/ns they ſay both in 
this and in other, harh three wringsto beareit ſelfe 
vpinto the aire of due commendation - thatis Art, 
Imitation, and Exerciſe. Bur theſe neither Artifici- 
21 Rules, nor imiratme A 
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ourſclues withall. Exerciſe indeed we do, buy that 
vcrie fore-bagkwardly ; forwhereweſhouldexer- 
 ciſeto know, weerrrciſe as hauing knowne :: and 
ſois our ;braine:deliucred of much matter , which 
neuer was begotten by knowledge. For there be- 
ing two principallpans, Materto be expreſſed by 
words, and words to expreſle the matter : In nei- 
ther,-wee vie Art or imitation rightly. Our mat- 
' ter is,. 2 nollabet, indeed though m—_—_ perfor- 

ming ,' 0xids' Verie. Doitgnid conabor dicere , V er- 
ſ«erit-neuer marſhalling it into anicaflured ranck, 
 thaalmoſtthe Readers cannor cell where to finde 
theraſchues. Chaney vndoubtedly did excellent- 
ly in his Treilws atid Creſeid :; of whome rrulic I 
knowe not whether: to mernaile; more; ether that 
heeinchat miſtie time enuld fee foctearly, :orthar 
wee inghis.deart age; goe fo ftumblingly after 
| hics,, + Yer had hee great wants, firto be a 
ueniin ſb-reyerent an Antiquitic, - I account the 
Mirrour of Magiſtrates, mectly furniſhed of bew- 
tiful partes. - And in the Earle of Surrexs Lirickes, 

nanir ;thinges tafting.of a Noble binh, and wor- 
thie of a: ;minde; The Sheephicards Kal- 
lender, hath much Poetrie in his Egloges, indeed 
woorthie the reading, if Ibe not decemed. Thar 
lame framing of this ſtyle to an ofde ruſticke lan- 
guage; I-darenor allow : fince nenher T heocritus 
in Greeke), Fitgil in Latine, nor Sanazars in Ita- 
lan , did affeR it.” Beſides theſe, I doo not re- 


member.tQ haze ſecne-but fewe (ro ſpeake bold- 
ly) printed, that have portical! finnewes inthem. 

tor provfe whereof, lea but moſte of the Verſes 
Li hee e- Þ | be 


bee put inproſe, and then acke 

it will bee fouinde, tha one” Verſe did bur 
another, without ordering atrhe firſt , wharſhogld 
__ the _ which _— -- confuſed maſſeof 
words, with atingti 'ryme ;'barely ac- 
'companied abr. Our Trade and Com- 
medies, not without cauſe cryed out againſt, ob- 
Ing rules neither of honeſt cluilnie, nor: $kil- 
full Poctrie.' Excegting Gorboducke,(againe I fay of 
thoſe that I haue ſeen) which norwithflanding as ic 
is full of ſtatcly ſpeeches, and wel ſounding phraſes, 
clyming to the height'of Seneca his Ryle, and as 
full of notable morallitie, whichvirdooth moſt de- 
lightfully teach'; and fo obrainethe veric endeof 
Poefie., Ye miruth , it is veriedeteQions it the 
circumſtaunces, which greeues mee ; becauſe ir 
might.not remaine as anexaCt moddetlof all Tra- 
idies. For it is faultie both in place-and time, 
the two- neceſſarie: Companions of allcc 
actions. - For where the Stage ſhould: alway re- 
preſent but one place; and the vitermoſte time 
\ preſuppoſed in-it,. ſhould bee both by Ariffetles 
precept, and-common reaſon, bur one day; there 
15 both' manic dayes and ,inarrificially:ma- 
gincd. Bur if itbee (om Gorbodacke, howemuchs 
more-in a}the:the reſt, where-yourſhallhane't:4- 
fra of the one tide; and 4fricht of the ther; !and 
fo manie other vnder Kingdomes , that the Play-" 
er when hecomesin,, nnifteiter begitiwithrelling- 
whereheis , or elſe thetalewillnor be conceiued.” 
Now you ſha hane three Ms 
| | OOISES E F | crs, 
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"i The Defence of Poſte. 
flowersandthenwemuſtbelecue the tagerobe a 
garden. Byaad by wehearenewesof ſhipwrack'in 
theſameplace, then we aretoo blameit weaccept 
x notfors Rock, Vponthe back ofthar,comesoura 
hidioas monſter with fire and (moke; and then the 
miſerablebcholders are bound totake it for a Caue:” 
while'in the meanetimerwp Armies flie in, repre- 
ſented with-foure fryords & bucklers,and the what 
hard hart wil not recciueitforapitched field. Now 
of time,theyare much more liberall. For ordinaric 
it is,thattwo yoong Princes fall in loue, after many 
eranerſes ſheis got with childe, delinered ofa faire 
boy : heis loſt, growetha man, fallethinloue, and 
isreddictogetan other childe, and all this in rwo 


houres ſpace: which howeabſurd it is in ſence, e- 


uen ſence. may imagine : and Arte hath taught, 
and all auncicht examples iuſtified , and at this 
day the ordinaric players in 1talie will not erre in. 
Ye will-{ome bring-in: an example of Exnache in 
Terence;that conteineth matter oftwodayes, yet far 
ſhon of wwentice yeares.: Trueitis , andfo was itto 
be 

ſer 


yed intwo dayes, andſo fitted tothe time ir 
mh; And though ?laxtw have/in one place 
doneamidle,let vshirit with him, & notmiſſe with 
him.Burthey will ay, how then ſhall weſet foorth 
a ſtorie; which contains bothymany places, and ma: 
nytimes? And do they not know that a Tragidie is 
tiedro rhe Jawes of Pocfie and: nor of Hiſtorie: not 
boundeto follory the ſtorie, but hauing liberrie ei- 
ther to faine aquire new martrer, or to frame the Hi- 
Rocietothe'moſt Tragicaltconneniencie. Againe, 
many things may betold which cannotbe ſhewed : 
if 


The Defanedf Poeſie, id 
if they know the differenceberwixt reporting'and 
repreleming. Asforexample, I may ſpeakethough1 - 
amhere,of Pers,and inſpecch digreile from that,to 
thedeſcription of Calerus :But in aQtion, Icannotre-. 
preſent. it without Pacolets Horſe, And ſowas the 
manner the Auncientstooke, by ſome Nuntiae, to 
recount things done in fermer time or other place. 
Laſtly, if they will repreſent an Hiſtorie, they muſt 
not (as Horace fairh) beginne ab ozo, but they muft 
come to the principall poynte of rhat one aQion 
which they will repreſent. By exampte this will 
| bebeſt expreſſed. I haue a ſtorie of yoong Pol: 
doris, delivered for ſaferiesſake with great riches, 
by his Father Priamus , to Polmineiter King of 
Thrace, 'in the Troyan warre time. He #-wp os 
yeares, hearing the onerthrowe of Priamm , for 
to make the treaſure his owne, murthereth the 
Childe, the bodie of rhe Childe is taken vp, He- 
cuba, (hee the ſame day, findeth-a ſleigh to bee 
reuenged moſte cruelly of the Tyrant. Where 
nowe would one of our T ragedie writers begin, 
bur withthedeliuericof the Childe ? Then ſhould 
hee ſaile oner imo Thrace, and fo ſpende I know 
not howe many yeares , 'and travaile numbers of 
places. - Bur where dooth Zaripides ? even with 
the finding of the bodie, thereſt leauing to beto!d 
by the ſpirite of Polidoras .. - This needes no fur- 
ther to bee enlarged, the dulleft witre may con- 
cciue it . But belides thefe grofſe abfurdities, 
howe all their Playes bee neither right Trage- 
dies, nor right:Comedies, mingling _ and 
Clownes, not becauſcethe _ fo carri —_ 
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; thruſtinthe Clowneby headand ſhoulders to play 


a part in maicſticall matters ,' with neither decen- \, 
cie nor diſcretion : ſo as neither the admiration 
and Commileration, nor the, right ſportfulneſle is 
by their mongrell Tragicomedie obtained. Lknow 
CApuleizs did ſomewhat ſo , but that is-a thing 
recounted with ſpace of time, not repreſented in 
one momem : and I knowe the Auncients haue 
one or two examples of Tragicomedies, as Plas» 
$15 hath _£mphitrio. Burif wemarkethem well, 
wee ſhall finde that they neuer or verie daintily 
matche horne Pipes and Funeralls. So falleth. it 
our, that hauing indeed no right Comedie inthar 
Comicall.part of our Tragidie, wee have nothing 
but ſcurrillitie vawoorthie of anie chaſte cares, 
or ſome extreame ſhewe of doltiſhneſſe, indeede 
fir ro/ lift vp a loude laughter and nothing elſe: 
where the whole trat of a Comedie ſhould be 
full of delight, as the Tragidic ſhauid bee ftilf 
maintained in a well raiſed admiration. '- Bus our 
Comedients thinke there is no delight wichour 
laughter, which is verie wrong, for though laughi- 
ter-may, come with delight, yet commeth it nor 
of delight, as though delight ſhould berhe cauſe 
of laughter, But well may onething breed both 
togither, Nay rather in themſelues, they haue as 
i were a kinde of contrarictie * For delight wee 
ſcarcely doo ,' but! in thinges that haue a conue- 
niencic to our (elues-,'or to the getierall nature: 
Laughter almoſt ever commeth of thinges moſte 
diſproportioned to our ſelues, and nature. De+» 

Hh, | light 
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light harh a ioy in it either a or preſcnr. 
Laughter hath onely aſcorntull tickling. For ex- 
ample; wee arc rauiſhed with delight to (eea faire 
woman , and yet are farre from beeing mooned 
ro laughter. Wee laugh at deformed creatures, 
wherein certainly wee cannot delight. Wyﬀ de- 
light in good chaunces, wee laugh at miſghaun- 
ces. We delight ro heare the happineſſefof our 
frieaces and Countrey, at which hee w&rewwor- 
thie to be laughed at, that would laughf we ſhall 
contrarily laugh ſometimes to finde anatter quite 
miſtaken, atzd goedowne the hill agaifiſtthe byas, 
in the Youth of ſome ſuch men as tgt the reſpe& 
of them, one ſhall be hartily ſoric, hf cannot chuſe 
but laugh, and fo is rather pained{rhendelighted 
with laughter. Yet denie I ngt, but that they 
may goe well rogither , for as #1 Alexandersyic- 
ture well ſet out, wee delight without laughter, 
and in twentie madde Antiqftes, wee laugh with- 
out delight . So- in Hergþles, painted with his 
great beard and furious qpuntenaunce”, in a wo- 
mans atryre, ſpinning, | Omphales commaunde- 
ment, it breedes bothfelight and laughter - for 
the tepreſenting of ſqfltraunge a power in Loye, 
procures delight , ghd the ſcornetulnefſe of the 
action, ftirreth lafighter . Bnr'I ſpeake to this 

urpoſe, that allfthe ende of the 'Comicall part; 

ee not vpporyhuiche ſcornefull matters as Rirre 
hughter onelf, but mixe with it, that delighe- 
fall teaching whiche is the ende of Porfte. And 
the great ffulte cucn in that poynr of ras a9 
' 2 +110. 
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| *andforbidden plainly by 4ri#otle,is,that they ftirre 


laughter in ſinfull things, which arerather execra- 
ble thea ridiculous : or in miſerable , whichare ra-. 
therto be pitied then ſcorned. For what.is ittomake 
folkes gape atawretched begger, and a beggerly 
Clowne: or againſt laweof hoſpiralitie, to1caſtat 
ſtcaungers, becauſethey ſpeake not Engliſhſo well 

as \vedo? What doo welearne, {inceit iscertaine,, 
Nil habet infelix paupert as durius m ſe, 2 nam quod ri- 
diculoshomines facit But rathera buſie louing Cour-. 
ticr, and a hartleſle threatning Thraſo, aſelfe-wile: 
ſceming Schoolemaiſter, a wry transformed Tra- 

ueller : theſe if weſaw walke inStage names, which 
weplaicnaturally, therein weredelightfull laugh= 
ter, and teaching delightfulneſſes as in the other. 
the Tragidics of Bachanando iuftly bring foorth a: 

adiuine admiration. Bur I haue lauiſhed out too. 

many words of this Play-marter; I doit, becauſe as. 
they areexcelling parts of Poeſie, ſo is there none ſo 
much vſedin England; andnonecan be more pitti- 
fully abuſed : which likean vnmannerly daughter, 
ſhewing a bad education, cauſeth her mother Poe- 
fees honeſtie to be called in queſtion. Other ſort of 
Poetrie, almoſthaue we none, but that Zyricall kind 
of Songs and Soners; which Lord, ifhegauevsſo 
. good mindes, how well it might be employed,and' 
with how heauenly fruites, both priuateand'pub- 
like, in ſingingthe praiſes of theimmortall bewrie, 
the immortall goodnes of that God, whogiueth vs 
hands towrite, and witsto conceiue : of which we- 
might wel want words,but never matter, of which 
we could turne oureyes tonothing,but we ſhould: 
CUCcTr. 
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euer hauenew budding occaſions. But truly many 
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of ſuch owes 7 as-come vnder the banner of vnre- 
i 


ſiſtable loue, it Iwerea miſtreſſe, would neuer per- 
ſwademeethey wereinloue: ſocoldly they applic 
firie ſpeeches, as men that had ratherredde louers 


that in truth they feele thoſepaſsions, which caſily 
as I thinke, may be bewraicd by that ſame forcible- 


neſſe or Exergia, (as the Greeks call it ofthewriter).. | 


But let this be aſutficienz, though ſhort note , that 
| wenmiſletheright vic of tae materiall point of Poeſee. 
Now for the outſide of it, whichis words, or (as I 
may tearme it) Dic7on,it is cuen wellworle: ſois it 


that hony-flowing Matrone Zlequence, apparrelled, 
©, in aCourtifanlike painted affec- | 
ration. One time with ſo farre fet words,that many | 


or rather diſguiſ 


ſeeme monſters ,. but muſt ſeeme ſtraungerstoanie 
poore Engliſhman: an other time with courling of- 


- a letter, asifthey were boundto follow the method | 


of a DiQtionary :an other time with figuresand flo- 
wers, extreemly winter-ſtarued, But I would this 
fault were onely peculiar to Verſefiers,and had nor, 
as large poſſeſsio among Proſe-Printers: and which 


isto be meruailed among many Schollers, &xyhich. 


isro bepitied among ſome Preachers. Truly Icould 
with, it atleaſt [might beſo boldto wiſh, inathing 
beyond thereach ofmy capacity,the diligent Imita- 
_ tors of T ully & DemoFthenes,mofſt wonhieto be imi-- 
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writings, and ſocanght vp certaine ſwelling Phra- | 
ſes, which hang togither like a manthar once tolde : 
methe winde was at Northweſtand by South, be- :; 
cauſe hewould be furetoname winds inough,then * 


rared, did natſo much keeps Nizolian paper bookes,. 
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heir figutes and phraſes, as by attentive tranſſa- 


ron, as'twere, deuoire them whole, and make 
them wholly theirs. For now they caſt Sugerand 
ſpice vppon cuerie diſh rhat is ſeraed totherable : 
like thole 1#d;ans, norcontentto \veare care-rings 
at the fit and naturall place of the cares, but they 
will thruſt 'Tewels through their noſe and lippes, 
becauſe they will be ſure to be fine. Tally when he 
was todrineout Catiline,as itwerewithathunder- 
bolt of eloquence, often vſeththe figureof repiti- 
tion,as Yimt & wincit, imo inſenatum,V enit imo, inſe- 
uatumVenitienc. Indecdeenflamed, with a well 
gronnded rage, hee wonld haue his words (as it 
were) double out of his mourh, and ſodo that ar- 
rificially , which we ſee men inchollerdoonatural- 
ly. Andwehauing notedthe graceof thoſe words, 
haterhem in ſometimes to atamiliar Epiſtle, when 
it were too much choller ro be chollericke. How 
well ſtore of Similiter Cadenſes , doth ſound with 
the grauitie of the Pulpit ,' I woulde but inuoke 
Demo#thenes ſoule to tell : who with a rare dain- 
tineſle vieth them . Truly they haue made mee 
thinke of the SophiFer, that with roo much ſubtil- 
tie would prone rwo Egges three, andthongh he 
might bee counted a Sophiiter, had none for his 
labour. So theſe men bringing in fuch a kinde of 
eloquenee, well may they obtzine an opinion ofa 
ſeeming fineneſſe, but perfwade few, which ſhould 
be the ende of their finenefſe. Now for ſimilitudes 
m certain Printed diſcourſes, I think- all Herberiſts, 
all ſtories of beaſts, foules, and fiſhes, are rifled vp, 


that they maycomein mulritudes to wait vpon any * 
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of our conceits, which certainly is azablurdafurfer © 


_.tothe cares aSis poſsible. Forthe force ofa ſimili- 
' rude notbeing toproue any thing to acontrarydil- 
puter , but onely xo explaine to a will; ig hearer, 
when that -is done, thexeſt is a moſte tedious prat- 
ling , rather ouerſwaying the memorie from the 
purpole whereto they were applied, .. 1 anie 
whit enformingthe iudgement alreadie either ſa- 
tisfied, os by t1militudes not to be ſatisfied, For 
my. part, I doo not doubt , when A ntoniw and 
Crus, the great forefathers of Ciceroineloqnence, 
the one (as Cicero teſtifieth of them) pretendednor * 
to knowe Arn, the other nor to6ſetby it, ecauſe 
with a plainefenlibleneſle, they als winne cre- 
dit of popular cares, which credit , is the neareſt 
Reppe to perſwaſion, which perſwaſion , is the 
chiefe marke of Oratoric) IdonotdoubtIiay, but 
that they vſed theſe knacks verie ſparingly , which 
whodothgenerally vie,any man may ſeedothdance 
tohis owne mulick; and ſoto benoted by theaudi- / 
ence, morecarefulroſpeak curiouſlythentruly, Vn 
doubredly (atleaſt tomy opinion vadoubtedly ) 
hauefound indiuers {mallearnedCourtiers,amgre 
ſound ſtile, then in ſome profeſſors of /|carningf/ of 
which Icangelſe no other cauſe, butthatthe QPur-. 
tierfollowingthat which by praQiſc he findefh- fit- 
reſt to nature, thexein(though he know.itngf)doth 
accordingtoartahogh notbyart - wherethe other 
viingart to ſhewartand nothideart (asinfgheſeca- 
ſes he (buld do) flieth fromnagure, &indeeflabuferh 
act. But what? methinks]] deſeruetobepyiided for 
ftraying from Paetrie,t0-Qxatory:bur bothhaucſugh 
b / ap 
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an ffiniieinthe wordiſh conſiderati6,that I think 
thisdigreſsion will make-my meaning receiue the 
fuller vnderſtanding : which is not to take vypon me 
toteach Poets how they ſhould do, but only finding 
my (clfe ſicke among the reſt, ro ſhew'fome one or 
two ſpots ofthe common infectiongrowneamong 
themoſt part of writers ; that acknowledging our 
ſelues ſomewhat awry, wee may bendetotheright 
wicboth of matter and manner. Whereto our lan- 
-guagegiueth vs great occaſion, being indeed capa- 
le of any excellent exerciſing of it. Iknowe ſome 
will fay it is amingled language : And whynot, fo 
muchtheberrer, taking the beſt of both the other? 
Another will ſay, it wanteth Grammer. ' Nay truly 
it hath that praiſe that it wants not Grammer , for 
Grammer it might haue, but irnceds itnot, being ſo 
eaſiein itſelfe, and ſovoyd of rhoſe comberſome 
differences of Caſes,Genders, Moods, & Tenſes,which 
I thinke wasapeece ofthe Tower of Babilons cuile, 
tharaman ſhould be putto ſchooleto learn his mo- 
ther tongue. But forthe wy mages Wy y and pr6- 
lythe conceit of the minde, which isthe-end of 
peech, that hath it equally with any other rongue 
inthe world. And is perticularly happy incompoſli- 
tions of two or three wordes togither,, neare the 
Greeke, farre beyond the Latine, which is one of 
the greateſtbewties can bein a language. Now of 
verſefying,therearerwo ſorts,theoneauncient,the 
other moderne. The aunciem marked the quantitie 


_—_ 
£, 


of each ſilfable, and according tothat , framed his 

verſe : The moderne , obſeruing onely number, 

with ſomeregardoftheaccent; the chicte _, 
and 
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we call Rime. Whether ofthaſcherthemore excel- 
lent, wold bear manyſpeeches,thg ancientnodouber 
morefitfor Muſick, both words gnc OY 
quantitic, and more fit, liuely to fxpreſſediuersp 
l1onsby the low orloftic ſoundbbf the well-wayed 
fillable. The latter likewiſe wih his rime ftriketh 
_ acenaine Muſicke to the care} and in fine, ſince 
 itdoothdelight, rhough by anjother way, it obtai- 
neththeſamepurpoſe, thereheing in cither ſweet- 
nefſe,and wanting in neither,ſfmaicftie. Truly the 
Engliſh before any Vulgare laþguage, Iknow is fir 
for both ſorts : for, for the aurſeient, the 7taliavis fo 
full of Vowels , that it muſt gerbe combred with 
Elifiows ., The Duchſo ofthe ofther ſide with Conſo- 
nants, that they cannot yeeld i —_—_ 
fora Verſe. The Frenchinhis hole language, h 
not oneword that harh his acqent inthe laſt {11lable, 
ſaui two, called «<A utepenu md; and little more 


haththe Sp.uxich, and thereforgqverie graceleſly may 
they vie Da#iles. The Englill] isfubteAt ronone of 


theſedefeQs. Now forRime though wedoonot 
obſerue quantie, yer wee obſqrue the Accent verie 
preciſely, which ather Janguagps cither cannot do, 
or will not doſoabſolutely. T hat Ce/ars, or brea- 
thing place in the midſt of the Vipſe, neither 7tal;ov 
nor Spanichhaue :the Frenchand ve, neuer almoſt 
faile off. Laſtly,cuen theveric Rye itſe{fe,rhe /t«- 
liancannot pur it in the laſt ſillable,dythe Freachna- 
medthe MaſculmeRime; but ftill inthenextrothe 
aft, which the Frexch callthe Female; orthe nextbe- 


forethar,whichthe Tratian NI the w—_ 


—>-—Sfihe former, is 5#ono , Suons , of the Sdruceiola, is 
Femina, Semina. The French of the other ſide, hath 
both the Malcas Bon,Son;and the Female,as Plai/e, 
T aiſe;butthe Sdrucciolahe hath not: whererhe Eng- 
liſh hath all three, as Ds, Trew, Father, Ruther, M o- 
$ion, Potion, with much more which might beſayd, 
butthatalreadic I indetherriflings of this diſcourſe 
is muchtoo much enlarged. Sothart fincethe euer- 
praiſe woorthie Poeſre is full of vertue breeding de- 
lightfulneſle; and voydofno gift that onght to be 
inthenoblenameotf learning, tincethe blames layd 
againſt it, are cither falſe or teeble, {ince the cauſe 
why itisnotcſteemed in England,isthefault of Po- 

_ et-apes,not Poets. Sincelaftly or tongueis moſt fit 
to honour Poeſic , and to-bee honoured by Poeſte, 

I coninreyouallthat haue had the cuill luck toread 
this inck-wafting toy ofmine , eveninthename of 
theninetAuſes,no moreto ſcornethe ſacred miſte- 
ries of Poeſte. No more to laugh at thename of Po- 
ets, asthough they were next inheritorsto fooles; 

__ nomorerojeſtart thereuerent title of a Rimer., bur 
to belecuewith 4r:7otle,that they werethe aunci- 
ent. T rea{urers ofthe Grecians dininitre;to beleeue 
with Ben, that they were firſt bringers in of all 
Ciwilitie; to beleeue with Scalliger that no Phileſo- 
phersprecepts can ſooner make you an honeſt man, 
thenthereading of Yiro:!; ro beleene with Clanſe- 
rus , the Tranſtator'of Cornutrs , that it pleaſed rhe 
heanenly deitic by Hefod and Homer, vnderthe vaile 
of Fablestoginevsall knowledge, Logicke, Rheto- 
is "mt, Phileſophie,namural and morall, and 2uyid ron? 
Pobelecue with me", that there are'many miſteries 
25 : contained. 
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contained in Poetrie, which of purpoſe werewnte* 
rendarkly, leaſtby prophane wis it ſhould beabu- 
ſed: Tobeleenewith Landin, tha they areſobelo- 
ued of the Gods, that whatſocuer they write, pro- 
ceeds of a diuine furie. Laſtly , ro beleene them- 
ſelues when they te!l you they will make you im- 
mortal by their verſes. T hus doing,your name ſhall 
floriſh in thePrinters (hops. Thus doing you ſhalbe 
of kin to many a Poeticall Preface. Thus doing,you 
ſhal be moſt faire, moſt rich, moſt wiſe, moſtall:you 
ſhalldwelvponSuperlatiues. Thus doing,though * 
you be Libertinopatre natzs,you ſhall ſodeinly grow 
Herculea proles. Si quid mea Carmina poſſunt.Thus do- 
ing, your ſoule ſhall beplaced with Dates Beatrix, 
or :rgils Anchiſes, But if (he of ſuch abut)you bee 
borne ſo nearethe dull-making Catarad? of Nils, 
that you cannot heare the Planer-like Muſicke of 
Poetrie; if you haueſo earth-creeping a mind that it - 
cannot lift it ſelfe vpto looke to the skie of Poetrie, 
or rather by a certainerufticall diſdaine,wil become 
ſuch a mome, as to bee a Momus of Poetrie :then 
though I willnot wiſh vnto you the Aﬀes eares of 
Midas, nor tobe drinen by a Poets verſes as Bubonax 
was,tohang himſelfe, nor to berimed todeath as 1s 
faid to be done in 7relard , yet thus much Curſe I 
muſt ſend you inthe behalte of all Poets, thatwhile 
ou line, you line in lone, and neuer getfauour, 
for lacking skill of a Sonet, and whenyou 
die, your memoriedie fromthe earth- , 
for want of an Epitaphe.. 
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